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Role of Intelligence in Counter-Terrorism
Terrorism is an international issue, and it is no longer a one-nation issue. Intriguingly, terrorists of all kinds operate secretly; thus, there is a need to formulate and implement strategies to counter their actions (Richelson, 2018). Due to rapid technological advances and changes, the terrorists have also learned innovative ways of conducting their heinous acts within and outside the country. Globally, they have advanced their methods, weapons, communication, and strategies; thus, there is a need to counter this terrorist by placing both internal and external approaches to counter them, such as intelligence. 
Intelligence involves collecting information, analyzing, and identifying terrorist networks to disrupt and prevent terrorist acts in the country (Lowenthal, 2016). Intelligence depends on the data, and technological changes in this era are of great importance because terrorists use them. It is the knowledge from the process of logically integrating and assessing information both internally and externally to enable security agencies and law enforcers to make decisions relating to terrorism plots. Intelligence is essential to counterterrorism because it helps security law enforcers and agencies counterterrorism by disrupting their networks, deter civilians from joining these groups, and interfere with terrorist plans. 
Social media is the medium in which terrorists take advantage and achieve their plots, such as satellite communications, websites, cellular telephones, and e-mails; thus, it is vital to control social media. It includes identifying their communication networks, motivation, ways of operations or leadership structure, and members and developing approaches to counter their acts. The use of qualified intelligence personnel such as the Secret Intelligence Service and other intelligence agencies to counter acts of terrorism is helpful. The use of intelligence also involves government support by devoting appropriate resources to the intelligence unit to accomplish their work. For instance, law enforcers and intelligence monitor and control social media by identifying terrorist plots before they undertake them, then counter them (Argomaniz et al., 2017). The approach has been successful, especially for the security agencies. Counterterrorism intelligence is a cycle in nature that involves intelligence planning, gathering, collecting, and processing the information before disseminating it as a report. 
For knowledge to be practical, there is a need to understand the types of possible attacks, target places like airports, and the attackers' capabilities globally. Therefore, the purpose of intelligence is to target known terrorist organizations such as Al Qaeda and any group that may commit terrorism in the future. The information has facilitated identifying key players or terrorism in the state. It enables the country to counter them by studying their trends on attacks and how they attack, thus discovering and foiling them before they accomplish their plot. Through the intelligence analyst's analysis process, the information can be used to covert action in the process of terrorist plots in the country. 
Intelligence is categorized into two that is strategic and tactical intelligence. Strategic intelligence is a long-term plan that uses computers to draw information to help law enforcers and other security agencies counter-terrorist (Boer, 2015). The data is gathered, assessed, analyzed, and predict by potential and existing terrorist groups within the state. It involves predicting when, where, and how the terrorist operates and which tactical approaches they plan to use in which targets. Intelligence facilitates predicting all these by drawing information from social media and putting defensive mechanisms on the targeted places to preempt and prevent their criminal acts successfully. Tactical intelligence includes the use of human knowledge, imagery intelligence, direct observation, and open-source intelligence. As a source of information, tactical intelligence calls for qualified and well-trained military troops to carry out the information search by applying any of the above methods. It involves living among people to gather information, hear about propaganda from the locals, and study their behavior, culture, and acts. Any information gathered should be passed to their information collector on time.  
It is unrealistic to defeat every single t6errorist group with malicious intention to achieve terrorism, control and destroy their synergy, interconnection and reduce their scope. Still, through mechanisms put in place, their acts can be reduced (Byman, 2017). However, intelligence plays a significant role in lowering terrorist acts in the country by providing security by collecting and analyzing helpful information that helps the country cope with its enemies by putting resources, troops, and time to counter enemies. Intelligence has played a critical role in United States counterterrorism efforts by mobilizing the military through training and deployment to targeted areas. 
Intelligence information helps the government to plan its resources and military forces in the state. However, the terrorist does not present themselves quantitatively superior in terms of aircraft, tanks and ships thus it is easy to counter them. However, although smaller terrorist groups may seem they have an advantage over limited targets, only a few can be defeated because they have technical know-how in their operations. Thus, intelligence is essential to the state to protect highly vulnerable places (Ratcliffe, 2016). Also, terrorists do not fight on the battlefield; instead, they compete in hiding-outs and ambush innocent people. They train, plan, and accomplish their plots in the hideouts, mainly targeting populated areas. However, to neutralize them in the groups or the populated areas requires critical knowledge and understanding to pinpoint the exact perpetrators in the field without harming nearby innocent people. 
Terrorism has become a global issue, and the United States is not exceptional to these attacks; thus, counterterrorism approaches are essential (Ronczkowski, 2017). However, through mechanisms and strategies to reduce terrorism, the state has employed intelligence which involves knowledge from logical collection and analysis of data to get practical information to deter and prevent crime occurrence in the country. Tasking, collecting, evaluating, analyzing, reporting, and dissemination are the main procedures of intelligence.  Intelligence facilitates the prevention of terrorist attacks through the interdiction of terrorists and their training fields, resources, communication networks, and supporters before attacking or reaching their country's targets.  
Intelligence has played a significant role in shaping terror by collecting, analyzing, and disseminating the correct information to law enforcers who use the same information to reduce terrorism by patrol and protecting target places. Due to the technological changes, the terrorist has also changed their attacks ways. They have shifted their training areas to populated regions; thus, intelligence has helped the state pinpoint specific culprits from the crowd without harming innocent citizens. Knowledge has also played an essential role in the state because it gathers, collects, analyzes, and disseminates information. The country has been able to plan for the available resources for funding, military training, and purchasing military weapons and machines essential for the counterterrorism process. 
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