


A b s t r a c t 

T h i s paper employs maximum l i k e l i h o o d methods t o a n a l y z e the 

i n c r e a s e i n p i o u s bequests i n e a r l y modern F r e n c h w i l l s . Other 

h i s t o r i a n s have d e s c r i b e d the r i s e of p i o u s bequests i n w i l l s , but no 

one has used m u l t i v a r i a t e s t a t i s t i c a l methods t o e x p l a i n the 

phenomenon. I t t u r n s out t h a t a t any l e v e l of w e a l t h p i o u s bequests 

r o s e over the course of the s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y and t h a t the b e q u e s t s , 

were most pronounced among the l i t e r a t e and women. The paper argues 

t h a t the i n c r e a s e i n p i o u s bequests was mark o f growing s u p p o r t f o r 

the Counter R e f o r m a t i o n , which a t t r a c t e d an i n o r d i n a t e number of 

s u p p o r t e r s i n educated c i r c l e s and i n the female p o p u l a t i o n . 
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H i s t o r i c a l B a c k g r o u n d 

On the 2 8 t h of May, 1678, P i e r r e R e n i l l i e r , a p r o s p e r o u s 

farmer i n the v i l l a g e o f Longes i n s o u t h e a s t e r n F r a n c e , c a l l e d a 

n o t a r y t o h i s s i c k b e d . H e was g r a v e l y i l l , and b e i n g o f advanced age, 

he f e a r e d he might never r e c o v e r . He t h e r e f o r e wanted to d i v i d e h i s 

e s t a t e and s e t t l e h i s a f f a i r s on t h i s e a r t h , and so he summoned F l o r i s 

L e n t i l h o n , a n o t a r y in the nearby market town of S a i n t e Colombe, in 

o r d e r t h a t L e n t i l h o n might t r a n s c r i b e h i s l a s t w i l l and testa m e n t . 

When the n o t a r y a r r i v e d , R e m i l l i e r a t once began t o d i c t a t e 

h i s w i l l . B l e s s i n g h i m s e l f , he s a i d t h a t ''as a good C h r i s t i a n and 

C a t h o l i c I e n t r u s t my s o u l to God the F a t h e r A l m i g h t y and to h i s o n l y 

b e g o t t e n Son our L o r d and S a v i o r J e s u s C h r i s t . ' ' H e then f o l d e d h i s 

hands in p r a y e r and begged ''the most g l o r i o u s V i r g i n Mary Mother of 

God'' to i n t e r c e d e f o r him and a c t as h i s ' ' a d v o c a t e ' ' so t h a t God would 

pardon h i s s i n s . H e asked t h a t h e b e i n t e r r e d i n h i s f a m i l y ' s grave 

a t the p a r i s h church i n Longes and r e q u e s t e d h i s h e i r s t o a r r a n g e f o r 

h i s f u n e r a l and f o r two a n n i v e r s a r y masses a f t e r h i s d e a t h . 

A f t e r a d d r e s s i n g these r e l i g i o u s c o n c e r n s , R e m i l l i e r s e t t l e d 

down t o the t a s k we n o r m a l l y a s s o c i a t e w i t h a w i l l — t h a t of 

d i s t r i b u t i n g h i s e s t a t e t o h i s h e i r s . R e m i l l i e r had a l r e a d y g i v e n a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e p a r t o f h i s p r o p e r t y t o h i s two m a r r i e d daughters i n 

t h e i r m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t s , and i n h i s w i l l he gave each of them a s m a l l 

p i e c e o f l a n d . H e a l s o l e f t twenty l i v r e s t o h i s o n l y o t h e r 

descendant, a granddaughter. The r e s t of h i s e s t a t e went to h i s w i f e . 

These m a t e r i a l l e g a c i e s , though, were bound u p w i t h a d d i t i o n a l 

r e l i g i o u s b e q u e s t s . I n r e t u r n f o r the p r o p e r t y they r e c e i v e d , 

R e n i l l i e r ' s d a u g h t e r s were to have f o r t y masses s a i d a t two nearby 

f r i a r i e s f o r the repose o f t h e i r f a t h e r ' s s o u l . S i m i l a r l y , 

R e m i l l i e r ' s w i f e was t o s e t a s i d e t e n l i v r e s from the e s t a t e f o r 

another twenty masses f o r h i s s o u l a t the p a r i s h of Longes. F i n a l l y , 

R e m i l l i e r l e f t twenty b i c h e t s of rye (worth about 30 l i v r e s ) t o the 

poor who a t t e n d e d h i s memorial masses and prayed f o r him.1 

A l l t o l d , R e m i l l i e r spent 60 l i v r e s on posthumous masses and 

c h a r i t y . T h i s was a c o n s i d e r a b l e sum at a time when a poor r u r a l day 

l a b o r e r might e a r n o n l y 100 l i v r e s a y e a r . R e m i l l i e r was thus making 

a s i g n i f i c a n t g e s t u r e when he r e s e r v e d 60 l i v r e s f o r p i o u s bequests 

i n s t e a d o f g i v i n g i t t o h i s h e i r s . H e c l e a r l y b e l i e v e d i t was w o r t h 

spending t h i s money on masses and c h a r i t y i n o r d e r to improve h i s l o t 

in the next w o r l d . Of c o u r s e , he had e v e r y reason to a c t t h i s way. 

C a t h o l i c t h e o l o g y a s s u r e d him t h a t c h a r i t y and masses would spare him 

p a i n i n the h e r e a f t e r ; indeed, such good works c o u l d even improve h i s 

h i s chances f o r s a l v a t i o n . I n e f f e c t , R e m i l l i e r was doing the 

i m p o s s i b l e ; by making p i o u s bequests, he a l l o w e d h i s money to work f o r 

him even a f t e r d e a t h . 
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Strange as t h i s b e h a v i o r might seem t o a modern r e a d e r , i t was 

v e r y common i n l a t e 1 7 t h - c e n t u r y France as w e l l as elsewhere i n 

C a t h o l i c Europe. A p p a r e n t l y , men and women were so committed t o 

C a t h o l i c i s m t h a t they almost i n v a r i a b l y r e s e r v e d a sum f o r masses and 

r e l i g i o u s c h a r i t y i n t h e i r w i l l s . What then do h i s t o r i a n s make of 

t h i s w i d e s p r e a d p r a c t i c e ? At f i r s t g l a n c e , one might assume t h a t i t 

was merely an u n v a r y i n g , r i g i d custom and t h e r e f o r e of l i t t l e 

i n t e r e s t . But t h i s i s not what M i c h e l V o v e l l e d i s c o v e r e d i n h i s 

c e l e b r a t e d work, Piete baroque et d e c h r i s t i a n i s a t i o n en Provence au 

18e s i e c l e . V o v e l l e , a h i s t o r i a n o f the F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n , found 

t h a t the p r a c t i c e of making p i o u s b e q u e s t s i n w i l l s grew f a r more 

common i n the 1 7 t h and e a r l y 1 8 t h c e n t u r i e s and then waned a f t e r 1750, 

a t l e a s t i n f a r s o u t h e r n F r a n c e . P i e r r e Chaunu, a s o c i a l h i s t o r i a n 

and demographer, u n e a r t h e d a s i m i l a r p a t t e r n i n P a r i s i n h i s L a mort a 

P a r i s . 3 Both V o v e l l e and Chaunu i n t e r p r e t e d the i n c r e a s e i n p i o u s 

bequests in the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y as a mark of the Counter R e f o r m a t i o n : in 

t h e i r o p i n i o n , the massive campaign t o a t t r a c t the f a i t h f u l u n d e r t a k e n 

b y the C o u n t e r - R e f o r m a t i o n Church i n the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y had r e s u l t e d i n 

g r e a t e r support f o r C a t h o l i c i s m and hence i n c r e a s e d d o n a t i o n s i n the 

w i l l s . S i m i l a r l y , the d e c l i n e i n d o n a t i o n s i n the 1 8 t h c e n t u r y 

r e f l e c t e d growing a n t i c l e r i c a l ism o n the eve o f the F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n . 

Most h i s t o r i a n s have a c c e p t e d V o v e l l e ' s and Chaunu's 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y and perhaps a b i t u n c r i t i c a l l y . 4 The 

enthusiasm of h i s t o r i a n s i s r e a d i l y e x p l a i n e d . In the f i r s t p l a c e , 

the w i l l s shed l i g h t on the r e l i g i o u s b e h a v i o r of numerous i n d i v i d u a l s 

— b e h a v i o r which would o t h e r w i s e be unknown t o us. I n c i t i e s such as 

M a r s e i l l e , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 40% o f the p o p u l a t i o n l e f t w i l l s i n the 18th 

c e n t u r y ; i n market towns and the c o u n t r y s i d e , testaments s u r v i v e f o r 

60% o r even 80% o f the p o p u l a t i o n s . 5 The i n f o r m a t i o n these w i l l s 

c o n t a i n i s o b v i o u s l y o f g r e a t importance i n the new s o c i a l h i s t o r y and 

indeed i n a l l e a r l y modern h i s t o r y , because r e l i g i o n dominated much 

of s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l l i f e through the 1 9 t h c e n t u r y . More 

i m p o r t a n t , the w i l l s a l l o w h i s t o r i a n s t o l i n k r e l i g i o u s b e h a v i o r t o a 

h o s t of o t h e r v a r i a b l e s — a t e s t a t o r ' s o c c u p a t i o n , sex, or e d u c a t i o n , 

f o r example — and t h e r e b y i s o l a t e those s e c t i o n s of s o c i e t y where 

C a t h o l i c p r a c t i c e s were s t r o n g e s t o r weakest. V o v e l l e and Chaunu 

would go even f u r t h e r . F o r them, the w i l l s g i v e evidence pot j u s t of 

r e l i g i o u s b e h a v i o r but o f r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e s . I n t h e i r o p i n i o n , i f a 

t e s t a t o r gave money t o the C a t h o l i c Church or to the c h a r i t i e s i t 

e x t o l l e d , then he was not s i m p l y a p r a c t i c i n g C a t h o l i c but a devout 

one as w e l l . S i m i l a r l y , i f he f o r g o t the Church i n h i s w i l l , then h i s 

attachment b o t h to C a t h o l i c r i t u a l and t o the C a t h o l i c f a i t h were 

p r o b a b l y weak. Thus V o v e l l e c o n s i d e r s the d e c l i n e i n p i o u s b e q u e s t s 

a f t e r 17S0 as a mark of a l i e n a t i o n from C a t h o l i c i s m , and he n o t e s t h a t 

t h i s h o s t i l i t y t o the Church was p a r t i c u l a r l y pronounced among the 

mi d d l e c l a s s e s — a h a r b i n g e r o f t h e i r a n t i c l e r i c a l ism d u r i n g the 

R e v o l u t i o n . 

I t ought t o b e p o i n t e d out t h a t drawing i n f e r e n c e s about 

r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e s and r e l i g i o u s commitments from w i l l s , as V o v e l l e 

and Chaunu do, i s f r a u g h t w i t h some l a r g e l y u n r e c o g n i z e d d i f f i c u l t i e s . 
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A w i l l may a c c u r a t e l y r e c o r d c h a r i t a b l e d o n a t i o n s and the b e q u e s t s f o r 

masses, but r e a s o n i n g from these g e s t u r e s back t o the t e s t a t o r ' s 

a c t u a l b e l i e f s r e q u i r e s n o s m a l l l e a p o f f a i t h . T o h i s c r e d i t , 

V o v e l l e acknowledges t h i s d i f f i c u l t y i n P i e t e baroque: o t h e r 

h i s t o r i a n s , however, are a b i t c a v a l i e r i n t h e i r treatment o f the 

problem. They ig n o r e the f a c t t h a t a w i l l may d e s c r i b e o n l y the 

motions a t e s t a t o r went through and t h a t i t may say n o t h i n g o f h i s 

t r u e p r e f e r e n c e s . 

Nor i s t h i s the o n l y d i f f i c u l t y w i t h the works of V o v e l l e and 

Chaunu. Even i f w e c o n s i d e r t h e i r a s s e r t i o n s s i m p l y a s s t a t e m e n t s 

about the r e l i g i o u s b e h a v i o r r e c o r d e d i n the w i l l s , t h e i r c o n c l u s i o n s 

remain open t o q u e s t i o n . D i d C a t h o l i c p i e t y ( i n the narrow sense o f 

b e h a v i o r — t h a t i s , the f o u n d i n g o f masses and the s t i p u l a t i o n o f 

o t h e r bequests a s s o c i a t e d w i t h T r i d e n t i n e C a t h o l i c i s m ) r e a l l y i n c r e a s e 

d u r i n g the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y , as b o t h V o v e l l e and Chaunu m a i n t a i n ? D i d 

these same p r a c t i c e s then f a l l i n the 1 8 t h c e n t u r y ? B o t h a u t h o r s 

p r e s e n t graphs and c h a r t s which show t h a t a growing number of 

t e s t a t o r s r e q u e s t e d masses d u r i n g the course of the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y and 

t h a t t h i s p r a c t i c e d i s a p p e a r e d a f t e r 17S0. N e i t h e r a u t h o r , however, 

asks whether the changes he observed were s t a t i s t i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t , 

and so we have no way of knowing whether the d i f f e r e n c e s i n the w i l l s 

are m e rely s t a t i s t i c a l a b b e r a t i o n s . Lack o f s t a t i s t i c a l t e c h n i q u e 

a l s o p r e v e n t s V o v e l l e and Chaunu from d i s t i n g u i s h i n g what i s i m p o r t a n t 

from what is u n i m p o r t a n t . As a r e s u l t , they at times bury the r e a d e r 

w i t h a c o n f u s i n g w e l t e r of c h a r t s and graphs, and t h e i r argument f a l l s 

v i c t i m to the m i n d l e s s e m p i r i c i s m t h a t a f f l i c t s much r e c e n t s o c i a l 

h i s t o r y . Worse y e t , V o v e l l e and Chaunu r a r e l y c o n s i d e r m u l t i v a r i a t e 

e x p l a n a t i o n s . We l e a r n , f o r example, t h a t sex and s o c i a l c l a s s 

a f f e c t e d the r e l i g i o u s g e s t u r e s i n d i v i d u a l s made i n t h e i r w i l l s , but 

these s e p a r a t e f a c t o r s and o t h e r s are never weighed t o g e t h e r . 

V o v e l l e and Chaunu a l s o i g n o r e a l t e r n a t i v e e x p l a n a t i o n s o f the 

phenomena they o b s e r v e . They b o t h view the growing number of 

r e l i g i o u s b equests i n the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y w i l l s s i m p l y as a mark of the 

Counter R e f o r m a t i o n . The t r e n d , however, c o u l d a l s o have r e s u l t e d 

from d e c l i n i n g p r i c e s f o r f o o d , which s w e l l e d p e o p l e s ' d i s p o s a b l e 

income and a l l o w e d them to purchase such l u x u r i e s as masses f o r t h e i r 

s o u l s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , n e i t h e r V o v e l l e nor Chaunu c o n s i d e r s t h i s 

p o s s i b i l i t y . 

At the v e r y l e a s t , then, e a r l y modern h i s t o r i a n s need a 

m u l t i v a r i a t e a n a l y s i s o f p i o u s bequests made i n the w i l l s , an a n a l y s i s 

t h a t employs s o p h i s t i c a t e d s t a t i s t i c a l t e c h n i q u e s t o probe the 

d i f f e r e n c e s i n r e l i g i o u s b e q u e s t s among i n d i v i d u a l s and the change i n 

p i o u s bequests over time. Such an a n a l y s i s would at l e a s t be f a r more 

e f f i c i e n t t h a t the a r t i s a n a l methods Chaunu and V o v e l l e employ, and i t 

would a l l o w r e s e a r c h e r s t o c o n f i r m hypotheses and focus upon what i s 

most s i g n i f i c a n t . 6 In a d d i t i o n , the r e s u l t s c o u l d h e l p g i v e a much 

needed sense o f d i r e c t i o n t o s o c i a l h i s t o r i a n s w o r k i n g i n t h i s a r e a . 

I have u n d e r t a k e n such a study w i t h my own sample of w i l l s 

b o t h t o t e s t V o v e l l e ' s and Chaunu's a s s e r t i o n s and t o v e r i f y s e v e r a l 

of my own b e l i e f s c o n c e r n i n g support f o r the Counter R e f o r m a t i o n in 
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s o u t h e a s t e r n France. The w i l l s I r e a d come from a sample of 

m i c r o f i l m e d n o t a r i a l r e g i s t e r s from the department a r c h i v e s o f the 

Rhone in Lyon. They were drawn up in the 1 6 t h , 1 7 t h , and e a r l y 18th 

c e n t u r i e s in the L y o n n a i s , the c o u n t r y s i d e west of Lyon on the banks 

of the Saone and Rhone r i v e r s . W h i l e these t e s t a m e n t s do not 

c o n s t i t u t e a random sample of i n d i v i d u a l w i l l s , t h i s f a c t s h o u l d not 
7 

b i a s my c o n c l u s i o n s . 7 

L i k e V o v e l l e and Chaunu, I l a b e l e d any demand f o r masses, any 

bequest to the Church, or any c h a r i t a b l e d o n a t i o n a p i o u s bequest. 8 My 

reason f o r d o i n g s o i s t h a t a l l such a c t s were encouraged b y the 

C o u n t e r - R e f o r m a t i o n Church and a l l the t e s t a t o r s i n m y sample were 

C a t h o l i c . Throughout most of t h i s paper I s h a l l c o n s i d e r these p i o u s 

bequests not a s e v i d e n c e o f r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e s but s i m p l y a s 

r e l i g i o u s b e h a v i o r promoted by the Church. Only at the end of the 

paper (and then o n l y b r i e f l y ) s h a l l I t u r n t o the q u e s t i o n o f how 

these r e l i g i o u s a c t s are t o b e i n t e r p r e t e d and whether they d o r e f l e c t 

a c t u a l b e l i e f i n T r i d e n t i n e C a t h o l i c i s m . F o r the p r e s e n t , t h e n , p i e t y 

and p i o u s bequests w i l l r e f e r not t o i n t e r n a l c o n v i c t i o n s but merely 

to the s o r t of b e h a v i o r the C o u n t e r - R e f o r m a t i o n Church encouraged. 

Whether t r u e d e v o t i o n , l u s t f o r s t a t u s , o r o t h e r s e n t i m e n t s drove men 

t o l e a v e money i n t h e i r w i l l s i s another m a t t e r . 

A number of hypotheses c o n c e r n i n g the p i o u s b e q u e s t s need to 

be t e s t e d . F i r s t , d i d the bequests a c t u a l l y become more f r e q u e n t over 

the course of the 17th c e n t u r y , as V o v e l l e , Chaunu and the l i t e r a t u r e 

on the Counter R e f o r m a t i o n suggest? Second, d i d the v a l u e of the 

bequests grow r e l a t i v e t o i n d i v i d u a l s ' w e a l t h ? I f a t t i t u d e s and 

p r e f e r e n c e s i n f a c t changed, a s Chaunu and V o v e l l e m a i n t a i n , then the 

amount of money earmarked f o r p i o u s b e q u e s t s should grow r e l a t i v e to 

the t o t a l v a l u e of the t e s t a t o r ' s e s t a t e . T h i r d , were women more 

l i k e l y t o make p i o u s b e q u e s t s ? B o t h V o v e l l e and Chaunu c l a i m t h a t 

women d i d g i v e more f r e q u e n t l y to the Church than men, and i t can be 

argued t h a t women i n p a r t i c u l a r were drawn t o T r i d e n t i n e C a t h o l i c i s m 

because i t o f f e r e d them a n o u t l e t u n a v a i l a b l e elsewhere i n s o c i e t y . 9 

F i n a l l y , were the l i t e r a t e more l i k e l y to g i v e money to the Church 

than the i l l i t e r a t e ? Chaunu suggests t h a t they were. In h i s o p i n i o n , 

the l i t e r a t e s t o o d a v e r y good chance of e n c o u n t e r i n g the voluminous 

body of C o u n t e r - R e f o r m a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e which d e s c r i b e d how a good 

C a t h o l i c ought t o c o n f r o n t d e a t h . A c c o r d i n g t o Chaunu's r e s e a r c h , 

over 80% o f a l l p r i v a t e l i b r a r i e s d e s c r i b e d i n e s t a t e i n v e n t o r i e s 

c o n t a i n e d one or more books d e s c r i b i n g t he a r t of d y i n g w e l l . 1 0 I n 

these a r s moriendo, a s t h e y were c a l l e d , the r e a d e r would l e a r n t h a t 

the making of a w i l l was a s p i r i t u a l e x e r c i s e r e q u i r e d by h i s f a i t h 

and n e c e s s a r y t o h i s s a l v a t i o n . C l e a r l y , f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h such works 

might i n f l u e n c e a t e s t a t o r . So too would f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h the whole 

body of l i t e r a t u r e which was produced by r e s u r g e n t C a t h o l i c i s m and 

c i r c u l a t e d among e l i t e s i n the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y . 

T e s t i n g the Hypotheses 

I n o r d e r t o t e s t the hypotheses c o n c e r n i n g l i t e r a c y and the 

o t h e r v a r i a b l e s , we have to s p e c i f y a r e l a t i o n s h i p which d e s c r i b e s how 

p i o u s bequests are l i k e l y t o v a r y from t e s t a t o r t o t e s t a t o r . The 
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or a s i n g l e woman d i d f o r a l i v i n g , and f o r m a r r i e d women o r widows, 

the w i l l gave the husband's work. Tax r e c o r d s p r o v i d e an e s t i m a t e of 

the average w e a l t h f o r any o c c u p a t i o n , s i n c e t a x e s were based, at 

l e a s t t o a f i r s t a p p r o x i m a t i o n , upon a f a m i l y ' s net wo r t h . E v i d e n c e 

o f f a m i l i a l w e a l t h i n m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t s tends t o c o n f i r m the 
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i n f o r m a t i o n i n the tax r e c o r d s . And i n the c o u n t r y s i d e , where most 

i n d i v i d u a l s worked the s o i l , the l i s t of o c c u p a t i o n s was f u l l enough 

t o d i s t i n g u i s h between l a n d l e s s a g r i c u l t u r a l l a b o r e r s ( o u v r i e r s . 

j o u r n a l i e r s ) . yeoman f a r m e r s ( h a b i t a n t s ) . and w e a l t h y landowners 

( s i e u r s v i l l a g e o i s ) . 

The t a x r e c o r d s and m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t s i n d i c a t e t h a t the 

t e s t a t o r s f e l l i n t o t h r e e broad c a t e g o r i e s o f w e a l t h . 1 8 The 

w e a l t h i e s t , which I term the e l i t e , c o n s i s t o f n o b l e s , o f f i c e r s , 

j u d i c i a l o f f i c i a l s , n o t a r i e s , s i e u r s v i l l a g e o i s . b o u r g e o i s and 

merchants from market towns. The second, which has come to be known 

i n French a s the coos d u v i l l a g e , c o m p r i s e d p r o s p e r o u s f a r m e r s 

( h a b i t a n t s ) a r t i s a n s , and v i l l a g e merchants, who were i n most cases 

i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e from a r t i s a n s . The t h i r d c a t e g o r y , the p e a s a n t s , 

c o n t a i n s the remainder o f the p o p u l a c e , i n c l u d i n g l a b o u r e u r s . 

v i g n e r o n s , j o u r n a l i e r s and d o m e s t i c s . 

D i v i d i n g the t e s t a t o r s i n t o these t h r e e c a t e g o r i e s does 

p r o v i d e a rough c o n t r o l over the v a l u e o f the e s t a t e s . I n p a r t i c u l a r , 

i t compensates f o r any over sampling from the poor group i n one p e r i o d 

and from the e l i t e i n an o t h e r . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t i s o b v i o u s l y open t o 

c r i t i c i s m . T o b e g i n w i t h , the t r i p a r t i t e d i v i s i o n o f f o r t u n e s i s too 

s i m p l i s t i c . The p o o r e s t w e a l t h c l a s s lumps t o g e t h e r b o t h s m a l l 

farmers and a g r i c u l t u r a l wage l a b o r e r s , w h i l e the e l i t e group i s even 

more d i s p a r a t e . And in a more g e n e r a l sense, even if the t h r e e 

c a t e g o r i e s manage to c a p t u r e the d i s t r i b u t i o n of f o r t u n e s a t a g i v e n 

i n s t a n t , they mask any changes i n w e a l t h over time. I n p a r t i c u l a r , i f 

the w e a l t h o f a l l o c c u p a t i o n s grew, the o c c u p a t i o n a l c a t e g o r i e s might 

remain the same, and y e t our i n c r e a s e in p i o u s d o n a t i o n s c o u l d then be 

the r e s u l t of g r e a t e r p r o s p e r i t y r a t h e r than a mark of hei g h t e n e d 

p i e t y . 

I t i s t r u e t h a t the t r i p a r t i t e d i v i s i o n s i m p l i f i e s the 

d i s t r i b u t i o n o f f o r t u n e s . Y e t the evidence from t a x r e c o r d s and 

m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t s suggests t h a t the r e l a t i v e rank o f the v a r i o u s 

o c c u p a t i o n s remained f a i r l y s t a b l e d u r i n g the O l d Regime. 1 0 More 

i m p o r t a n t , t h e r e i s n o e v i d e n c e t h a t w e a l t h i n c r e a s e d a c r o s s the board 

d u r i n g t he se v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y . I n f a c t , b o t h r e a l wages and r e a l 
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r e t u r n s from l a n d l e a s e s s t a g n a t e d o r d e c l i n e d s l i g h t l y . I n o t h e r 

words, the two major s o u r c e s of income in the c o u n t r y s i d e — s a l a r i e s 

and r e n t s from ownership o f l a n d — f a i l e d t o grow d u r i n g the y e a r s 

1600-1700. W i t h incomes f r o z e n , i t i s hard t o see how f o r t u n e s c o u l d 

have s w e l l e d . One might argue t h a t s a v i n g s jumped, but no e v i d e n c e 

s u p p o r t s t h i s , and i n f a c t the growing w e i g h t o f t a x a t i o n p r o b a b l y 

reduced the amount i n d i v i d u a l s c o u l d put a s i d e . 

Our second proxy f o r w e a l t h stems from a d i s c o v e r y Chaunu 

made, and i t poses a d i f f e r e n t set of problems. I n P a r i s , Chaunu was 

a b l e to f i n d e s t a t e i n v e n t o r i e s f o r a number of h i s t e s t a t o r s , and he 
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d i s c o v e r e d t h a t the w o r t h of a t e s t a t o r ' s e s t a t e i n v a r i a b l y f e l l 

between 3 and 4 times the t o t a l of a l l b e q u e s t s g i v e n a cash v a l u e in 
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the w i l l . A l t h o u g h a v a l u e was o f t e n not a s s i g n e d t o r e a l p r o p e r t y 

and even t o c h a t t e l s i n a w i l l , a sum was almost always mentioned f o r 

bequests t o i n h e r i t o r s o t h e r than the u n i v e r s a l h e i r . The money due a 

l e g a t e e o f t e n r e p r e s e n t e d the revenue from p r o p e r t y h o l d i n g s or a sum 

to be payed by the u n i v e r s a l h e i r . These cash b e q u e s t s were 

u l t i m a t e l y connected t o the s i z e o f a t e s t a t o r ' s f o r t u n e , and i t i s 

thus no wonder Chaunu uncovered a r e l a t i o n s h i p between the t o t a l of 

the bequests i n a w i l l and the v a l u e o f a n e s t a t e . A l t h o u g h h e 

p r e s e n t s no s t a t i s t i c a l a n a l y s i s which would make the r e l a t i o n s h i p 

p r e c i s e , h e does c l a i m t h a t the m u l t i p l i e r a p p l i e s e q u a l l y t o the 1 6 t h 

and 17th c e n t u r i e s . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , l i n k i n g w i l l s and e s t a t e i n v e n t o r i e s i s not 

p o s s i b l e i n the L y o n n a i s . I n v e n t o r i e s are f a r too r a r e i n the l o c a l 

n o t a r i a l a r c h i v e s , and they are not i n d e x e d a s i n P a r i s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

a s i m i l a r r e l a t i o n s h i p between cash b e q u e s t s and w e a l t h i s l i k e l y t o 

h o l d f o r the w i l l s drawn up i n the c o u n t r y s i d e around Lyon. One b i t 

o f evidence t h a t i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h such a n a s s u m p t i o n i s the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between t o t a l cash b e q u e s t s and the w e a l t h c l a s s e s . The 

mean v a l u e of t o t a l b e q u e s t s i s much h i g h e r f o r members of the e l i t e 

than f o r the o t h e r two w e a l t h c a t e g o r i e s (see t a b l e 1 ) . The r e l a t i v e 

l e v e l of T f o r each c l a s s a l s o tends t o p a r a l l e l what we know about 

w e a l t h from t a x r e c o r d s and m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t s , s o i t seems r e a s o n a b l e 

to assume t h a t Chaunu's r e l a t i o n s h i p c a r r i e s over to the L y o n n a i s . We 

TABLE I 

AVERAGE VALUE OF THE SECOND WEALTH 
PROXY T FOR WEALTH CLASSES 

CLASS 

ELITE 

COQS DU VILLAGE 

PEASANTS 

AVERAGE VALUE 
OF T (LIVRES) 

3873.75 

378.41 

241.27 

TABLE 2 

AVERAGE VALUE OF THIRD WEALTH 
PROXY D FOR EACH WEALTH CLASS 

CLASS 

ELITE 

COQS DU VILLAGE 

PEASANTS 

AVERAGE VALUE OF T 
(LIVRES) 

11130 

1120 

790 
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w i l l t h e r e f o r e assume t h a t w e a l t h W i s p r o p o r t i o n a l to t o t a l b e q u e s t s 
22 

T ( i n c o n s t a n t v a l u e l i v r e s ) . 

Our t h i r d w e a l t h proxy i s d e r i v e d from a s i m p l e assumption 

about d o w e r i e s and i n h e r i t a n c e p r a c t i c e s . I n the w i l l s , t e s t a t o r s 

w i t h c h i l d r e n commonly p r o v i d e d u n m a r r i e d d a u g h t e r s w i t h what were i n 

e f f e c t d o w e r i e s . I n a f a m i l y w i t h s e v e r a l u n m a r r i e d g i r l s , each 

r e c e i v e d a n e a r l y i d e n t i c a l amount. Unmarried sons e n j o y e d a s i m i l a r , 

though s m a l l e r , i n h e r i t a n c e , w h i l e m a r r i e d c h i l d r e n ( e x c e p t f o r one 

who might be the u n i v e r s a l h e i r ) were u s u a l l y g i v e n o n l y a token 

l e g a c y i n the w i l l . 

A p p a r e n t l y , the men and women who d i c t a t e d w i l l s were t r y i n g 

t o compensate f o r the v a r y i n g endowments and e a r n i n g power of t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n . A t y p i c a l t e s t a t o r made h i s l a r g e s t b e q u e s t s t o h i s younger 

d a u g h t e r s , who had few r e m u n e r a t i v e s k i l l s and who c o u l d not marry 

w i t h o u t a dowery. He gave each unmarried daughter n e a r l y the same 

amount. S i m i l a r l y , the t e s t a t o r commonly gave s i z e a b l e and n e a r l y 

equal l e g a c i e s t o h i s younger sons, who had not y e t e s t a b l i s h e d 

themselves i n o c c u p a t i o n s . The younger sons r e c e i v e d l e s s , though, 

than t h e i r unmarried s i s t e r s , presumably because they c o u l d expect t o 

e a r n more once they were e s t a b l i s h e d . F i n a l l y , the average t e s t a t o r 

bestowed o n l y a token sum upon h i s m a r r i e d c h i l d r e n . These o l d e r 

m a r r i e d c h i l d r e n had been p r o v i d e d f o r i n m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t s , and they 

were had work and f a m i l i e s . 

T h i s p a t t e r n o f bequests suggest t h a t t e s t a t o r s were t r y i n g t o 

t r e a t a l l h e i r s e q u a l l y . One might o b j e c t , o f c o u r s e , t h a t the 

treatment o f h e i r s c o u l d not p o s s i b l y b e e g a l i t a r i a n s i n c e each 

t e s t a t o r s i n g l e d out one p e r s o n a s h i s u n i v e r s a l b e i r . T h i s u n i v e r s a l 

h e i r , who r e c e i v e d the remainder o f the e s t a t e a f t e r a l l o t h e r 

b e q u e s t s were s a t i s f i e d , would presumably r e c e i v e a l a r g e r share l i k e 

the e l d e s t son i n a regime o f p r i m o g e n i t u r e . Indeed, l e g a l h i s t o r i a n s 

might argue t h a t the v e r y purpose of the w r i t t e n w i l l was t o a l l o w the 

t e s t a t o r t o l e a v e a l l o f h i s r e a l p r o p e r t y t o h i s u n i v e r s a l h e i r . B y 

f a v o r i n g t h i s h e i r , a t e s t a t o r would a v o i d f r a g m e n t i n g h i s e s t a t e . 

F a v o r i t i s m of t h i s s o r t would be a l l the more l i k e l y i n our w i l l s , f o r 

the L y o n n a i s was a n a r e a o f w r i t t e n law, and l o c a l l e g a l p r a c t i c e gave 

the t e s t a t o r g r e a t l a t i t u d e i n the d i v i s i o n o f h i s e s t a t e . I n 

c o n t r a s t t o r e g i o n s o f customary law, a t e s t a t o r i n the L y o n n a i s c o u l d 

s i n g l e our one of h i s h e i r s f o r s p e c i a l treatment when he drew up h i s 
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testament. 

Upon c l o s e r i n s p e c t i o n , however, t h i s argument a g a i n s t 

e g a l i t a r i a n i n h e r i t a n c e c o l l a p s e s . I n the f i r s t p l a c e , the u n i v e r s a l 

h e i r h a r d l y p l a y e d the r o l e o f the f a v o r e d son under p r i m o g e n i t u r e . 

The u n i v e r s a l h e i r c o u l d be a daughter, a son, a spouse, a nephew or a 

more d i s t a n t r e l a t i v e or f r i e n d . He c o u l d be f i r s t b o r n or l a s t born, 

c o u s i n o r g r a n d c h i l d o r even n e i g h b o r . More i m p o r t a n t , i t i s c l e a r 

t h a t the u n i v e r s a l h e i r d i d not r e c e i v e the b u l k o f the e s t a t e . H e 

may have r e c e i v e d most of the f a m i l y ' s l a n d , but he n o r m a l l y had to 

pay d o w e r i e s and o t h e r l a r g e bequests t o the o t h e r h e i r s out o f h i s 

own i n h e r i t a n c e . These o b l i g a t i o n s formed a s i g n i f i c a n t f r a c t i o n of 

the e s t a t e , and p a y i n g them would reduce the u n i v e r s a l h e i r ' s 
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the average d o n a t i o n by a t y p i c a l t e s t a t o r would grow a l i t t l e l e s s 
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than 2 l i v r e s each decade. F u r t h e r m o r e , s i n c e c ' i s p o s i t i v e , the 

r a t i o o f p i o u s d o n a t i o n s t o w e a l t h s h o u l d a l s o i n c r e a s e , and i f w e 

d i v i d e M by the w e a l t h p r o x i e s T and D, we do in f a c t observe marked 

growth a f t e r the s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y (see t a b l e s 7 and 8 ) . I n s h o r t , 

p i o u s b e q u e s t s d i d grow r e l a t i v e t o w e a l t h . 

The data in t a b l e s 3 to 5 a l s o bear out V o v e l l e ' s and Chaunu's 

a s s e r t i o n s about the r o l e o f l i t e r a c y and sex. A p p a r e n t l y , b e i n g 

l i t e r a t e or b e i n g a woman i n c r e a s e d b o t h the l i k e l i h o o d of p i o u s 

bequests and the amount g i v e n to the Church. F o r a t e s t a t o r of 

average w e a l t h , l i t e r a c y r a i s e d the chances of a bequest by 14 to 25 

percentage p o i n t s , and it b o o s t e d the e x p e c t e d bequest by 6 or 12 

l i v r e s . i f we b e l i e v e the f i g u r e s i n t a b l e s 4 and 5. Chaunu, of 

cou r s e , would e x p l a i n the p r e d i l e c t i o n s o f the l i t e r a t e b y c i t i n g the 

p e r v a s i v e C o u n t e r - R e f o r m a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e on deat h , and i n a a more 

g e n e r a l sense, the b e h a v i o r o f the l i t e r a t e t e s t i f i e s t o the appeal 

the C o u n t e r - R e f o r m a t i o n had among educated c l a s s e s . As f o r women, 

they d i d bequeath more to the Church than male c o u n t e r p a r t s of equal 

worth. They were 7% t o 11% more l i k e l y t o l e a v e p i o u s b e q u e s t s , i f we 

b e l i e v e the e s t i m a t e s i n t a b l e 5 , and what they d i d l e a v e was 

t y p i c a l l y 3 t o 5 l i v r e s h i g h e r . The h i g h e r v a l u e s o f t h e i r p i o u s 

d o n a t i o n s are y e t another s i g n of enormous appeal the Counter-

R e f o r m a t i o n had f o r women. 

The n e g a t i v e c o e f f i c i e n t f o r A i n the e q u a t i o n f o r M s u g g e s t s 

t h a t p i o u s g i v i n g was not a h a b i t l e a r n e d i n the l a t e r y e a r s of l i f e . 
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The evidence i s weak, however, f o r the t - s t a t i s t i c s of the c o e f f i c i e n t 

of A never exceed 1.88. A b e t t e r measure of age might w e l l improve 

m a t t e r s here, s i n c e our proxy f o r A does l i t t l e more than t o 

d i s t i n g u i s h m i d d l e aged a d u l t s from t h e i r e l d e r s . The n e g a t i v e 

c o e f f i c i e n t f o r K, though, i s much c l o s e r to b e i n g s i g n i f i c a n t . 

Dependent c h i l d r e n e v i d e n t l y d i d f o r c e a t e s t a t o r t o choose between 

h i s o f f s p r i n g and h i s s o u l . 

R e finements 

So f a r we have i g n o r e d the f a c t t h a t the use of p r o x y 

v a r i a b l e s are l i k e l y t o b i a s our c o e f f i c i e n t e s t i m a t e s . I f M were not 

a l i m i t e d dependent v a r i a b l e , w e c o u l d e s t i m a t e the d i r e c t i o n o f t h i s 

b i a s caused b y the e r r o r s i n o b s e r v i n g W . I t would t u r n out t h a t 

under c e r t a i n r e a s o n a b l e assumptions about the r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

the independent v a r i a b l e s , the c o e f f i c i e n t s of Y and S would be b i a s e d 

downward. So would the c o e f f i c i e n t of L, at l e a s t w i t h proxy I; w i t h 

p r o x i e s I I and I I I ; i t would b e pushed u p w a r d . 3 4 W i t h the t o b i t 

e q u a t i o n , however, c a l c u l a t i n g the d i r e c t i o n o f the b i a s i s not easy. 

A p p r o x i m a t i o n s f o r the a s y p m p t o t i c b i a s a r e a v a i l a b l e , but they shed 

no l i g h t on i t s s i g n . A l l we know i s t h a t the a s y m p t o t i c b i a s w i l l 

( t o a c l o s e a p p r o x i m a t i o n ) c o n s i s t of two terms, one of the same s i g n 

and o r d e r of magnitude is t h a t produced by OLS, and the o t h e r r o u g h l y 

the same s i z e but of i n d e t e r m i n a t e s i g n . 

Our i n t e r e s t , o f c o u r s e , i s knowing whether the b i a s i s l a r g e 

enough to r e v e r s e the s i g n s of the c o e f f i c i e n t s f o r Y, S or L in 

e q u a t i o n 2' or whether i t might make a c o e f f i c i e n t near z e r o appear 

s a f e l y p o s i t i v e . Three r e a s o n s suggest t h a t t h i s w i l l not happen. 

The f i r s t i s the r o b u s t n e s s o f the r e s u l t s . N e a r l y a l l the d i f f e r e n t 

w e a l t h p r o x i e s y i e l d s i m i l a r v a l u e s f o r the c o e f f i c i e n t s o f S , L and 

e s p e c i a l l y Y . I f the e r r o r term i n the p r o x i e s a f f e c t e d the 

c o e f f i c i e n t s s e r i o u s l y , the v a l u e s would presumably v a r y s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

from proxy t o p r o x y , y e t t h i s i s s i m p l y not the case. Another r e a s o n 

f o r s u s p e c t i n g t h a t our c o e f f i c i e n t s are not s e r i o u s l y b i a s e d comes 

from a n i n s t r u m e n t a l v a r i a b l e s e s t i m a t e f o r e q u a t i o n 2 ' . The 

i n s t r u m e n t a l v a r i a b l e s e s t i m a t e combines i n f o r m a t i o n from w e a l t h 

p r o x i e s I and II and uses a two-stage e s t i m a t o r to d e r i v e c o e f f i c i e n t s 
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( t a b l e 9 ) . T o the e x t e n t t h a t w e have a s u c c e s s f u l i n s t r u m e n t , t h i s 

p r o c e d u r e ought t o reduce the b i a s o f our c o e f f i c i e n t e s t i m a t e s , y e t 

i n n e a r l y every case the e s t i m a t e s remain' about the same. T h i s 

s u g g e s t s t h a t the b i a s i s not s e r i o u s . F i n a l l y , i t i s l i k e l y t h a t the 

OLS e s t i m a t e s p r o v i d e lower bounds f o r the c o e f f i c i e n t s c', d', and e' 

of Y, S, and L. S i n c e a l l the OLS e s t i m a t e s of these c o e f f i c i e n t s are 

p o s i t i v e , the r e a l v a l u e s i n the t o b i t e q u a t i o n p r o b a b l y exceed z e r o 

too. We can even argue t h a t the b i a s of the t o b i t c o e f f i c i e n t s c', d' 

and e' w i l l p r o b a b l y have the same d i r e c t i o n as the b i a s i n the 

c o r r e s p o n d i n g OLS c o e f f i c i e n t s . S i n c e the use o f p r o x i e s w i l l d r i v e 

the OLS e s t i m a t e s of c', d' and e' toward z e r o ( f o r e' t h i s is t r u e 

o n l y w i t h proxy I ) , the t o b i t procedure i s w i l l a l s o u n d e r e s t i m a t e 
these c o e f f i c i e n t s , e s p e c i a l l y i n the case o f Y . 3 7 

One o t h e r m a t t e r a l s o deserves our a t t e n t i o n . So f a r , we have 

a t t r i b u t e d the i n c r e a s i n g l i k e l i h o o d o f p i o u s bequests s i m p l y t o the 
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b e f o r e 1680 t e s t a t o r s r e g u l a r l y i n c l u d e d p i o u s bequests i n t h e i r w i l l s 

whereas a f t e r 1680 they ceased to do so, at l e a s t in a h a l f dozen 

v i l l a g e s southwest of Lyon where a major p o r t i o n of the w i l l s from 

t h i s p e r i o d were drawn up. 

None of the s u r v i v i n g r e c o r d s i n these communities p o i n t s t o 

any p e c u l i a r l o c a l events t h a t might have stopped p i o u s g i v i n g i n 

1680, but one f a c t o f r o y a l p o l i t i c s a t the time c o u l d c o n c e i v a b l y 

have p l a y e d a r o l e : L o u i s XIV's p e r s e c u t i o n of the P r o t e s t a n t s . In 

1680 the sun k i n g began to c r a c k down upon the Huguenots in e a r n e s t . 

A number of p r o f e s s i o n s and government o f f i c e s were c l o s e d t o 

P r o t e s t a n t s , and the p e r s e c u t i o n o n l y i n t e n s i f i e d over the next f i v e 

y e a r s . C o n c e i v a b l y , a number of the t e s t a t o r s a f t e r 1680 c o u l d have 

been former P r o t e s t a n t s who had c o n v e r t e d to C a t h o l i c i s m to escape 

p e r s e c u t i o n but who had no i n t e n t i o n whatsoever of l e a v i n g money to a 

r e l i g i o n they s e c r e t l y d e s p i s e d . 

The problem w i t h t h i s e x p l a n a t i o n i s t h a t few P r o t e s t a n t s 

a c t u a l l y l i v e d i n the L y o n n a i s a t t h i s time, though some d i d r e s i d e to 

the southwest of the c i t y , not f a r from the v i l l a g e s where a number of 

the w i l l s were drawn up. F u r t h e r m o r e , t h i s e x p l a n a t i o n does not 

r e a d i l y e x p l a i n why P r o t e s t a n t s suddenly f l o c k e d to a new C a t h o l i c 

n o t a r y i n 1680. A f t e r a l l , i n nearby Grenoble P r o t e s t a n t s c o n t i n u e d 

t o use t h e i r o l d n o t a r i e s and t o i d e n t i f y themselves openly a s 

P r o t e s t a n t s i n t h e i r w i l l s u p t o the R e v o c a t i o n o f the E d i c t o f Nantes 

i n 1 6 8 5 . 3 8 The p e r s e c u t i o n e v i d e n t l y d i d not a f f e c t the way 

P r o t e s t a n t s i n G r e n o b l e d i c t a t e d t h e i r w i l l s , and t h e r e i s n o r e a s o n 
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why P r o t e s t a n t s i n the L y o n n a i s would behave any d i f f e r e n t l y . 

The f i t f u l pace of the Counter R e f o r m a t i o n i t s e l f p r o v i d e s 

another p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n f o r the d e c l i n e i n g i v i n g i n the 1680's. 

I n Lyon, a s elsewhere i n C a t h o l i c Europe, i n s t i t u t i o n a l r e f o r m w i t h i n 

the C a t h o l i c Church was f a r from a steady p r o c e s s . The l o c a l 

h i e r a r c h y sponsored m i s s i o n s and u n d e r t o o k p a r i s h v i s i t s a t a f u r i o u s 

pace though m i d - c e n t u r y . The v i s i t s and m i s s i o n s then s l a c k e n e d o f f 

u n t i l the l a t e 1680's and 1690's. The t r a i n i n g of p r i e s t s went 

through s i m i l a r c y c l e s . E n r o l l m e n t s o f l o n g term s t u d e n t s i n the 

major seminary i n the d i o c e s a n s e m i n a r i e s r o s e t o 5 5 i n 1675-76 and 

then dropped t o 15 i n 1680. The number of s t u d e n t s remained low u n t i l 

a f t e r 1694. 3 9 The p a t t e r n o f a l l the h i e r a r c h y ' s a c t i v i t i e s — 

whether i t b e p r o s e l y t i z i n g o r the e d u c a t i o n o f t r a i n e d c l e r y m e n — 

thus seems t o have l e v e l e d o f f a f t e r m i d - c e n t u r y and d e c l i n e d a f t e r 

the 1670s. Not u n t i l the 1690s d i d the Church r e t u r n t o the dynamism 

of the p e r i o d b e f o r e 1670. 

C o n c e i v a b l y , the c o l l a p s e o f the Church's e f f o r t s c o u l d have 

caused p i o u s bequests t o drop i n the y e a r s 1680-85. W i t h fewer 

m i s s i o n s and fewer t r a i n e d p r i e s t s p r e a c h i n g i n the v i l l a g e s , the 

impetus t o remember the Church i n one's w i l l may w e l l have s l a c k e n e d . 

The d i f f i c u l t y w i t h t h i s argument, though, i s t h a t i t s i m p l y s t r a i n s 

our c r e d u l i t y . I t i s hard t o see how even a p r e c i p i t o u s d e c l i n e i n 

the number of p r i e s t s c o u l d have a f f e c t e d r e l i g i o u s b e h a v i o r so 

r a p i d l y and so d r a s t i c a l l y and y e t have l e f t no l o n g term 

consequences. I t i s s i m p l y u n b e l i e v a b l e . 

A f a r more l i k e l y e x p l a n a t i o n f o r the d e c l i n e of pi o u s 

bequests a f t e r 1680 was the t r a u m a t i c a g r i c u l t u r a l d e p r e s s i o n t h a t 

s t r u c k the L y o n n a i s at the end of the 1670s. Both l e a s e s on 

a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d and i n d e x e s o f a g r i c u l t u r a l output dropped over 40%; 

they d i d not r e c o v e r u n t i l 1 6 9 0 s . 4 0 Rents and output had always 

f l u c t u a t e d to a c e r t a i n degree, but a d e p r e s s i o n of t h i s magnitude was 

unknown from 1600 through the f i r s t decades of the 1 8 t h c e n t u r y . T h i s 

sudden d e p r e s s i o n l e f t some mark on our p r o x i e s f o r w e a l t h , which were 

lower f o r the p e r i o d 1675-1699, but the p r o x i e s or even exact 

knowledge of t e s t a t o r ' s w e a l t h when he drew up h i s w i l l c o u l d h a r d l y 

r e g i s t e r the f u l l impact of such a sudden d e p r e s s i o n . The p r o x i e s , 

a f t e r a l l , merely suggest what a man's f o r t u n e was a t one time. They 

do not t e l l whether h i s e s t a t e had been growing o r d i m i n i s h i n g , and 

they d o not r e v e a l h i s e x p e c t a t i o n s f o r the f u t u r e . For our t e s t a t o r s 

i n the e a r l y 1680s, though, c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f growth r a t e s and expected 

r e t u r n s i n the f u t u r e were p r o b a b l y c r u c i a l . U n l i k e t e s t a t o r s i n 

o t h e r p e r i o d s , the men and women who drew up w i l l s i n the e a r l y 1680s 

watched a g r i c u l t u r a l revenues plummet. They t h e r e f o r e had t o r e v i s e 

d r a s t i c a l l y t h e i r e s t i m a t e s of what t h e i r e s t a t e s c o u l d produce f o r 

t h e i r d e s c e n d a n t s . No doubt they cut t h e i r p i o u s bequests because 

f u t u r e l o o k e d so grim. When the r u r a l economy r e c o v e r e d i n the 1690s, 

though, they r e t u r n e d t o making p i o u s bequests i n t h e i r w i l l s . 

To t e s t t h i s r i g o r o u s l y , of c o u r s e , we would need an index of 

p e o p l e ' s e x p e c t a t i o n s . A good measure of economic e x p e c t a t i o n s is 

h a r d l y a v a i l a b l e f o r c u r r e n t problems, much l e s s f o r the e a r l y modern 
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p e r i o d , but changes i n r e g i o n a l a g r i c u l t u r a l l e a s e r a t e s can serve a s 

a rough s u b s t i t u t e . W h i l e a n i n d e x o f l e a s e r a t e s i s a d m i t t e d l y a 

poor measure of changing e x p e c t a t i o n s , the f l u c t u a t i o n s of the i n d e x 

s h o u l d bear some r e l a t i o n s h i p t o e x p e c t e d a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o f i t s . And 

when added t o the t o b i t e q u a t i o n 2', the l e a s e r a t e i n d e x has a 

p o s i t i v e c o e f f i c i e n t and seems h i g h l y s i g n i f i c a n t ( t = 2.64). Adding 

the l e a s e i n d e x does not d i s t u r b the o t h e r c o e f f i c i e n t s o r t h e i r 

s t a t i s t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e , and the index drops enough i n the l a t e 1670s 

t o e x p l a i n e x p l a i n a d e c l i n e o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 0 p e r c e n t a g e p o i n t s i n 

P d u r i n g the l a s t q u a r t e r o f the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y ( t a b l e 1 2 ) . 4 1 I t thus 

seems c l e a r t h a t changing economic c i r c u m s t a n c e s do e x p l a i n much of 

the f l u c t u a t i o n i n p i o u s g i v i n g , f l u c t u a t i o n s t h a t V o v e l l e and Chaunu 

i n v a r i a b l y a t t r i b u t e t o p u r e l y r e l i g i o u s causes. 

B e s i d e s the index o f l e a s e r a t e s , two o t h e r v a r i a b l e s deserve 

to be added t o the t o b i t e q u a t i o n f o r M: the minimum o f f e r i n g needed 

f o r a mass and the p o p u l a t i o n of the community where the t e s t a t o r 

l i v e d . 4 2 I n a sense, b o t h o f these v a r i a b l e s r e f l e c t the ' ' s u p p l y " o f 

r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e t o the t e s t a t o r . The minimum o f f e r i n g 

needed f o r a mass was set by the d i o c e s e , and it o b v i o u s l y s e r v e d as a 

' ' p r i c e * ' when the t e s t a t o r d e c i d e d upon h i s p i o u s b e q u e s t s . I t may of 

course seem a n a c h r o n i s t i c t o impose t h i s economic t e r m i n o l o g y upon a 

r e l i g i o u s d e c i s i o n , but the t e s t a t o r s t h e m s e l v e s would not t h i n k so. 

They were t e r r i b l y concerned w i t h the p r o c e s s of p a y i n g f o r the 

masses, and they d e s c r i b e d i n g r e a t d e t a i l the amounts t o be p a i d f o r 

p r a y e r s and o t h e r s e r v i c e s . The o n l y reason t h a t 
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the minimum o f f e r i n g f o r a mass was not i n c l u d e d i n e q u a t i o n 2' 

i n i t i a l l y i s t h a t i t v a r i e d o n l y s l i g h t l y i n r e a l terms. As i t f i r s t 

a p p r o x i m a t i o n , i t was t h e r e f o r e r e a s o n a b l e t o t r e a t i t a s a c o n s t a n t . 

When the p r i c e i s added t o e q u a t i o n 2', i t s c o e f f i c i e n t has the 

expected n e g a t i v e s i g n , but the l a c k o f v a r i a t i o n keeps i t from b e i n g 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t ( t a b l e 1 2 ) . 

The p o p u l a t i o n of a community a l s o a f f e c t e d the s u p p l y of 

r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s . Market towns and s m a l l c i t i e s s t o o d a g r e a t e r 

chance of h a v i n g a monastary or f r i a r y , and they o f t e n b o a s t e d more 

p r i e s t s and more church e s per c a p i t a . F u r t h e r m o r e , the b i g g e r 

communities were more l i k e l y t o c a l l i n h o l i d a y p r e a c h e r s and 

m i s s i o n s ; r e s i d e n t s of more populous communities thus e x p e r i e n c e d more 

f r e q u e n t p r o s e l y t i z i n g . S i n c e a l a r g e r p o p u l a t i o n meant a g r e a t e r and 

more v a r i e d a r r a y of a l t e r n a t i v e s f o r p i o u s b e q u e s t s , i t i s no wonder 

t h a t p o p u l a t i o n had a s i g n i f i c a n t p o s i t i v e e f f e c t upon M ( t a b l e 1 2 ) . 

Adding these new v a r i a b l e s , though, does not e x p l a i n why the 

observed v a l u e s of P ro s e to such h e i g h t s a f t e r 1700. Even when the 

l e a s e i n d e x , the p r i c e of a mass and the p o p u l a t i o n a r e added t o 

e q u a t i o n 2', the p r e d i c t e d v a l u e o f P a f t e r 1725 i s o n l y 73%, w h i l e 

the observed P r e a c h e s 100% ( t a b l e 10, columns 3 and 4 ) . Perhaps 

these h i g h v a l u e s o f P t e s t i f y t o the Church's a c t i v i t y a t the end o f 

the 17th c e n t u r y , but they are e q u a l l y l i k e l y to stem from a more 

mundane cause: the b i a s of the c o e f f i c i e n t f o r Y. I f (as we argued 

above) the c o e f f i c i e n t i s b i a s e d toward 0, then e q u a t i o n 2' w i l l 

u n d e r s t a t e the i n c r e a s e in P over time, and the observed v a l u e s of P 

w i l l tend t o exceed the p r e d i c t i o n s as we move toward the end of the 

17 t h c e n t u r y . 4 3 

C o n c l u s i o n 

G e n e r a l i z i n g from t h i s sample o f w i l l s t o any l a r g e r 

p o p u l a t i o n i s o f course f r a u g h t w i t h d i f f i c u l t y . N o r m a l l y , the h i g h 

t - s t a t i s t i c s f o r S and L and the even l a r g e r t - s t a t i s t i c s f o r Y would 

a s s u r e us t h a t the r e l a t i o n s h i p s we u n e a r t h e d extend beyond t h i s 

s a m p l e . 4 4 The use of the p r o x i e s f o r w e a l t h , though, w i l l a f f e c t the 

e s t i m a t e s o f the t - s t a t i s t i c s , and as a r e s u l t we must g e n e r a l i z e w i t h 

c a u t i o n . One source of c o n f i d e n c e , through, is the r o b u s t n e s s of the 

r e s u l t s . D i f f e r e n t assumptions and d i f f e r e n t t e c h n i q u e s y i e l d s i m i l a r 

v a l u e s f o r the c o e f f i c i e n t s and n e a r l y i d e n t i c a l c o n c l u s i o n s about the 

r o l e o f sex and l i t e r a c y and about the s h i f t i n r e l i g i o u s b e h a v i o r 

over t i m e . 4 5 Moreover, t o argue t h a t p i o u s bequests i n c r e a s e d 

d r a m a t i c a l l y i n the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y and t h a t a t a l l l e v e l s o f w e a l t h 

women and the l i t e r a t e gave more to the Church i s c o n s i s t a n t w i t h 

V o v e l l e ' s and Chaunu's f i n d i n g s . I f they l a c k e d s t a t i s t i c a l 

s o p h i s t i c a t i o n , a h i g h l y q u a n t i t a t i v e study c u r r e n t l y under way i n 

G r e n o b l e c o n f i r m s t h e i r r e s u l t s . 4 6 With a l l due c a u t i o n , the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s u n e a r t h e d the sample from Lyon do seem to h o l d t r u e in 

o t h e r a r e a s o f F r a n c e . 

What then do we make of the upsurge in p i o u s bequests and our 

o t h e r f i n d i n g s ? We have c l a i m e d t h a t growing w e a l t h does not e x p l a i n 

the r i s e i n p i o u s b e q u e s t s , a l t h o u g h economic f l u c t u a t i o n may have 

caused the d i p in the 1680s. What then was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the 
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b e n i f i c e n c e toward to the Church? 

One obvious c a n d i d a t e would be the s t a t u s a c c o r d e d the devout 

in Old Regime s o c i e t y . M o l i e r e ' s T a r t u f f e s e r v e s as a reminder of the 

r e s p e c t a c c o r d e d those who c o u l d f e i g n d e v o t i o n , and a d e s i r e f o r such 

esteem, so one c o u l d argue, may have m o t i v a t e d the p i o u s b e q u e s t s in 

the w i l l s . On c l o s e r i n s p e c t i o n , however, t h i s seems h i g h l y u n l i k e l y . 

Perhaps w e can never d e c i d e whether i t was l u s t f o r s t a t u s o r c o n c e r n 

f o r s a l v a t i o n t h a t s p u r r e d o n our t e s t a t o r s , but i t i s d o u b t f u l t h a t 

q u e s t i o n s o f s t a t u s l a y a t the r o o t o f the r e l i g i o u s b e h a v i o r i n the 

w i l l s . I f a t e s t a t o r were p r i m a r i l y i n t e r e s t e d i n s t a t u s , why would 

he seek t o purchase i t i n h i s w i l l , w i t h a c t s t o be performed a f t e r 

h i s death? I f we make the absurd a s s u m p t i o n t h a t s t a t u s somehow 

accrued t o the dead, why d i d t e s t a t o r s waste t h e i r money on low 

masses, which were s a i d i n obscure c h a p e l s w i t h s c a r c e l y a mention o f 

the f o u n d e r ' s name? A h i g h mass o r , b e t t e r y e t , a f u n e r a l p r o c e s s i o n 

would seem to do much more f o r a t e s t a t o r ' s s t a t u s , y e t few 

i n d i v i d u a l s chose these s e r v i c e s . The t e s t a t o r s , i t appears, were 

more i n t e r e s t e d i n anonymous low masses f o r the repose of t h e i r s o u l s 

than i n posthumous s e l f g l o r i f i c a t i o n . F i n a l l y , i f a d e s i r e f o r 

s t a t u s p l a y e d a major r o l e i n the w i l l maker's d e c i s i o n , then t h e r e 

ought to be major d i f f e r e n c e s between the w i l l s w h i c h were d i c t a t e d t o 

n o t a r i e s and o t h e r s , c a l l e d testements m y s t i q u e s , which were drawn up 

i n p r i v a t e and then h i d d e n from everyone u n t i l w e l l a f t e r the 

t e s t a t o r ' s death. S i n c e the a u t h o r s o f the t e s t e m e n t s m y s t i q u e s kept 

t h e i r b equests s e c r e t they would seem to have l i t t l e c o n c e r n f o r 

s t a t u s . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e i r testaments ought t o b e n e a r l y d e v o i d o f 

p i o u s b e q u e s t s . Yet as V o v e l l e and Chaunu have d i s c o v e r e d , the p i o u s 

b e q u e s t s i n the t e s t a m e n t s m y s t i q u e s are n o d i f f e r e n t from those i n 

o t h e r w i l l s . 4 7 

A r e l a t e d e x p l a n a t i o n f o r the r i s e i n p i o u s bequests i s the 

c l a i m t h a t d o n a t i o n s t o the Church became f a s h i o n a b l e i n the 

sev e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The d i f f i c u l t y here i s t h a t a w i l l was b a s i c a l l y 

a p r i v a t e , s e c r e t a c t , which t e s t a t o r s sought to hide from the 

p u b l i c . 4 8 There were few w i t n e s s e s , and even the p i o u s bequests were 

not the s o r t o f o s t e n t a t i o u s g e s t u r e s w e n o r m a l l y a s s o c i a t e w i t h 

f a s h i o n . A g a i n , the key i s the evidence from the t e s t a m e n t s mystiques 

unearthed by V o v e l l e and Chaunu. I f f a s h i o n made a d i f f e r e n c e , these 

t e s t a t o r s who h i d t h e i r l a s t w i l l from everyone ought t o have made 

fewer p i o u s b e q u e s t s , because they were c l e a r l y i n d i f f e r e n t t o 

f a s h i o n . Yet as V o v e l l e and Chaunu demonstrate, they were j u s t as 

l i k e l y to l e a v e money t o the Church as o t h e r s . 

S i m i l a r d i f f i c u l t i e s r u l e out another e x p l a n a t i o n f o r the r i s e 

i n p i o u s b e q u e s t s : t h a t somehow i t became e a s i e r to l e a v e money f o r 

masses and the Church. I f the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y w i t n e s s e d the b u i l d i n g o f 

more churchs (so one c o u l d argue) or i f the minimum o f f e r i n g needed t o 

found a mass d e c l i n e d , then r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s would become a r e l a t i v e 

b a r g a i n and we might expect an i n c r e a s e in bequests to the Church. 

The problem here i s t h a t w h i l e more churches were c o n s t r u c t e d i n 

c i t i e s such as Lyon, t h e i r numbers d i d not i n c r e a s e i n the v i l l a g e s 

where our w i l l s were drawn up. Moreover, i n r e a l terms the minimum 
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d o n a t i o n needed f o r a mass remained r o u g h l y c o n s t a n t in the 1 6 t h 

c e n t u r y and then i n c r e a s e d s l i g h t l y i n the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y . And when we 

add the p r i c e of a mass t o the t o b i t e q u a t i o n s , i t does not e l i m i n a t e 

the growth i n p i o u s b e q u e s t s over t i m e . 

C o n c e i v a b l y , r i s i n g p r i c e s f o r c e r t a i n commodities c o u l d have 

d r i v e n i n d i v i d u a l s t o spend money on r e l i g i o n ; too l i t t l e i s known 

about p r i c e s t o e x c l u d e t h i s p o s s i b i l i t y a l t o g e t h e r . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

t h i s l i n e of r e a s o n i n g does seem u n l i k e l y , g i v e n what we do know about 

items whose demand c u r v e s were h i g h l y s e n s a t i v e t o p r i c e . P r i c e s of 

l u x u r i e s such a s wine and b u t t e r d e c l i n e d somewhat r a t h e r than r o s e i n 

the 17th c e n t u r y , and consumption of these and o t h e r goods w i t h 

e l a s t i c p r i c e c u r v e s a c t u a l l y i n c r e a s e d . 4 9 

We can a l s o r u l e out changes in i n h e r i t a n c e t a x e s as a cause 

o f the v a r i a t i o n i n p i o u s b e q u e s t s . S t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g , i n h e r i t a n c e 

t a x e s d i d not e x i s t under the O l d Regime. There was a p r o p o r t i o n a t e 

tax on s a l e s and t r a n s f e r s of l a n d , which was c o l l e c t e d by the k i n g 

and some s e j g n i e u r s . but i t d i d not a f f e c t most t e s t a m e n t s . Even when 

i t d i d a p p l y , i t was p a i d b y the p e r s o n who r e c e i v e d a bequest o f 

p r o p e r t y , not the t e s t a t o r , and i t t h e r e f o r e would not i n f l u e n c e the 

t e s t a t o r ' s d e c i s i o n . I n f a c t , none o f the dues o r t a x e s p a i d i n the 

Old Regime had any b e a r i n g upon a t e s t a t o r ' s d e c i s i o n t o g i v e money t o 

the C h u r c h . 5 0 

The most l i k e l y e x p l a n a t i o n of the r i s e i n p i o u s bequests i s a 

s h i f t i n a t t i t u d e s toward r e l i g i o n . T h i s does not mean t h a t any one 

person's p r e f e r e n c e s w i t h r e s p e c t t o r e l i g i o n suddenly changed. 

R a t h e r , i t says something about the average c o n f i g u r a t i o n o f 

p r e f e r e n c e s and the average s e t o f r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e s i n the e a r l y 

modern p e r i o d , a t l e a s t i n the c o u n t r y s i d e around Lyon. I f w e d i v i d e 

i n d i v i d u a l s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r w e a l t h , sex, l i t e r a c y , age and f a m i l y 

s t a t u s , then i n any s i n g l e c a t e g o r y the f r a c t i o n o f i n d i v i d u a l s who 

seemed t o p r e f e r the s o l a c e of C o u n t e r - R e f o r m a t i o n r i t u a l was f a r 

l a r g e r i n 1700 than one hundred y e a r s b e f o r e . A t any l e v e l o f w e a l t h 

( a l l o t h e r t h i n g s b e i n g e q u a l ) , the number of men and women who p l a c e d 

g r e a t v a l u e upon T r i d e n t i n e C a t h h o l i c i s m seemed to grow. 

I t i s , o f c o u r s e , i m p o s s i b l e t o prove c o n c l u s i v e l y t h a t 

a t t i t u d e s and p r e f e r e n c e s s h i f t e d on average. To do so, we would have 

to know a l l the a l t e r n a t i v e s a t y p i c a l t e s t a t o r f a c e d i n , say, 1600, 

and we would need the same knowledge of the s i t u a t i o n i n 1700. 

F i n a l l y , we would have to be a b l e to say t h a t the average t e s t a t o r in 

1600 c o u l d have a c t e d the way h i s p i o u s c o u n t e r p a r t i n 1700 d i d but 

t h a t he chose not t o . I n s h o r t , we would have to be a b l e to make an 

argument about what econ o m i s t s c a l l ' ' r e v e a l e d p r e f e r e n c e . ' ' The 

i n f o r m a t i o n needed f o r such an argument w i l l o b v i o u s l y never be 

a v a i l a b l e . A l l w e can say w i t h c e r t a i n t y i s t h a t the evidence i s 

c o n s i s t e n t w i t h a s h i f t i n p r e f e r e n c e s and a t t i t u d e s . The number of 

t e s t a t o r s who l e f t p i o u s b e q u e s t s (when they c o u l d have g i v e n n o t h i n g ) 

r o s e d r a m a t i c a l l y , and t h i s upsurge i n d o n a t i o n s cannot b e e x p l a i n e d 

by i n c r e a s i n g w e a l t h . A mass of a d d i t i o n a l evidence a l s o p o i n t s t o a 

s h i f t of a t t i t u d e s , from the comments of contemporary d i a r i s t s t o the 

changing themes of p o p u l a r l i t e r a t u r e , which grew o v e r w h e l m i n g l y 
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r e l i g i o u s over the course of the s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y . And of c o u r s e 

many o l d e r h i s t o r i e s a l s o c l a i m t h a t attachment t o C a t h o l i c i s m was on 

the r i s e . 

Even i f w e a v o i d the k n o t t y q u e s t i o n o f a t t i t u d e s and 

p r e f e r e n c e s , i t i s s t i l l u n d e n i a b l e t h a t e x t e r n a l r e l i g i o u s b e h a v i o r 

changed. I n c r e a s i n g numbers of men and women l e f t l a r g e r and l a r g e r 

sums t o the Church, and t h i s e x p l o s i o n i n p i o u s b e q u e s t s had imp o r t a n t 

f i n a n c i a l consequence f o r e c c l e s i a s t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . When t e s t a t o r s 

began g i v i n g 2% or more of t h e i r e s t a t e s f o r masses and p r a y e r s , the 

Church's income rose s u b s t a n t i a l l y . A l r e a d y the l a r g e s t s i n g l e 

l a n d l o r d in F r a n c e , the Church saw i t s revenues jump by an amount 

equal t o r o u g h l y 10% o f the r o y a l b u d g e t . 5 1 The added funds i n 

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l c o f f e r s h e l p e d the Church t o b u i l d numerous h o s p i t a l s 

and o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s i n the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y . More i m p o r t a n t , those who 

di s p e n s e d the r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s w h i c h men and women p r i z e d so h i g h l y 

had an e f f e c t i v e means of m o b i l i z i n g i n d i v i d u a l s t o c o l l e c t i v e a c t i o n . 

The i n f l u e n t i a l l a y and c l e r i c a l devouts who undertook p o l i t i c a l and 

s o c i a l reforms i n the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y made f r e q u e n t use of t h i s t a c t i c . 

The changes i n b e h a v i o r a l s o shed l i g h t o n the a p p e a l o f the 

Counter R e f o r m a t i o n had i n the c o u n t r y s i d e . The l i t e r a t e f a v o r e d the 

r i t u a l s o f T r i d e n t i n e C a t h o l i c i s m and so d i d women. T h i s r e i n f o r c e s 

what we know about the support the Counter R e f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d among 

the educated and the h o s t i l i t y i t e n c o u n t e r e d among r u r a l males. The 

r e l i g i o u s s p l i t between men and women i n the 1 7 t h and 1 8 t h c e n t u r i e s 

l a y e d the groundwork f o r the f a r more b i t t e r p o l i t i c a l d i v i s i o n s of 

the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , when male a n t i c l e r i c s b a t t l e d the Church i n 

the p o l i t i c a l arena and women became i t s c h i e f s u p p o r t e r s . 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. A r c h i v e s d e p a r t e m e n t a l e s du Rhone ( h e n c e f o r t h AD Rhone), 3E8912, 

f. 121. 

2. ( P a r i s , 1973) 

3. ( P a r i s , 1978) 

4. One s i g n of t h i s acceptance i s the f a c t t h a t numerous p r o j e c t s 

i n v o l v i n g w i l l s a r e now underway not j u s t i n F r a n c e but i n 

Germany and I t a l y as w e l l . 

5. V o v e l l e , pp. 49-55. 313, 391-92, 424; Chaunu, p. 234. 

6. At the v e r y l e a s t , s t a t i s t i c a l t e c h n i q u e s would keep r e s e a r c h e r s 

l i k e V o v e l l e and Chaunu and t h e i r teams of graduate s t u d e n t s from 

spending too much time on w i l l s . Chaunu and h i s s t u d e n t s r e a d 

thousands o f w i l l s ; s o d i d V o v e l l e and h i s a s s i s t a n t s . B y u s i n g 

q u a n t i t a t i v e methods, they c o u l d have r e a c h e d f i r m e r c o n c l u s i o n s 

w i t h f a r fewer w i l l s . 

7. The w i l l s were c o l l e c t e d from m i c r o f i l m s made by the Mormon 

Church. The Mormons are i n the p r o c e s s o f m i c r o f i l m i n g a l l the 

n o t a r i a l r e g i s t e r s a t the A D Rhone, and the n o t a r i e s they 

s e l e c t e d t o b e g i n the p r o j e c t are not p e c u l i a r i n any r e s p e c t . 

From t h e i r l i s t of m i c r o f i l m e d r e g i s t e r s , I chose n o t a r i e s from 

communities where a l a r g e number of r e c o r d s had been p r e s e r v e d 

and then s e l e c t e d n o t a r i a l r e g i s t e r s a t random. T h i s s o r t o f 

sampling scheme ( i t i s a c t u a l l y a c l u s t e r sample) w i l l not a f f e c t 

m y a n a l y s i s i n any way p r o v i d e d t h a t the c r i t e r i o n used f o r 

c h o o s i n g the r e g i s t e r s was not based upon the v a l u e s of my 

dependent v a r i a b l e . T h i s i s i n f a c t the case. M y c h o i c e o f a 

n o t a r i a l r e g i s t e r was r e l a t e d t o some of the independent 

v a r i a b l e s ( t h e y e a r s which the r e g i s t e r spans, f o r example), but 

t h i s s o r t of r e l a t i o n s h i p would not a f f e o t a r e g r e s s i o n . More 

i m p o r t a n t , t h e r e i s n o r e a s o n t o b e l i e v e t h a t a d i r e c t 

r e l a t i o n s h i p e x i s t s between the dependent v a r i a b l e ( t h e v a l u e o f 

p i o u s b e q u e s t s i n a w i l l ) and the f a c t t h a t a w i l l was r e g i s t e r e d 

and ended u p i n a p a r t i c u l a r n o t a r i a l r e g i s t e r . W i l l s were 

r e g i s t e r e d w i t h n o t a r i e s f o r reasons u n r e l a t e d t o p i o u s b e q u e s t s : 

a w i l l , whether i t c o n t a i n e d p i o u s bequests o r not, was s i m p l y 

i n v a l i d w i t h o u t n o t a r i a l r e g i s t r a t i o n . S i m i l a r l y , p e o p l e chose 

n o t a r i e s f o r r e a s o n s h a v i n g n o t h i n g t o d o w i t h t h e i r r e l i g i o u s 

b e h a v i o r . Thus, m y s e l e c t i o n o f n o t a r i a l r e g i s t e r s i s not 

r e l a t e d t o m y dependent v a r i a b l e , and t h e r e i s n o problem w i t h 

sample b i a s . F o r a l i s t of the n o t a r i a l r e g i s t e r s used, see 

appendix I . I t s h o u l d b e p o i n t e d out t h a t i n the 1 8 t h c e n t u r y 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 30% of the populace l e f t w i l l s i n some ar e a s of the 

L y o n n a i s and 70% in o t h e r s ; see Claude Aboucaya, Le testament 

l y o n n a i s d e l a f i n d u XVe a u m i l i e u d u X V I I I e s i e c l e (Lyon. 

1961), pp. 152-53. L i k e V o v e l l e and Chaunu, my sample of w i l l s 

o v e r l o o k s the poor, who d i d not l e a v e testaments, and i t 

o v e r r e p r e s e n t s the r i c h . A g a i n , however, t h i s s o r t o f 
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17. I n f o r m a t i o n about t a x e s and m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t s comes from Georges 

Durand, V i n . v i e n e e t v i a n e r o u s e n L y o n n a i s e t B e a u i o l a i s ( P a r i s , 

1 979), pp. 351-53, 432-64. 

18. I have e x c l u d e d clergymen from the w e a l t h h i e r a r c h y and from the 

a n a l y s i s t h a t f o l l o w s . As might be e x p e c t e d , they are f a r more 

l i k e l y t o make p i o u s b e q u e s t s t h a n laymen. 

19. I n a d d i t i o n t o i n f o r m a t i o n i n Durand, which comes from the p e r i o d 

1500 to 1800, see the evidence c o n c e r n i n g 1 8 t h - c e n t u r y marriage 

c o n t r a c t s i n Maurice Garden, Lyon e t l e s l y o n n a i s (Lyon, 1970). 

20. A good wage s e r i e s f o r 1 7 t h - c e n t u r y Lyon i s not y e t a v a i l a b l e , so 

I used a s e r i e s f o r P a r i s i a n c a r p e n t e r s p u b l i s h e d i n M . B a u l a n t , 

''Le s a l a i r e des o u v r i e r s du batiment a P a r i s de 1400 a 1726," 

Annales E.S.C. 26 ( 1 9 7 1 ) : 463-83. G i v e n l a b o r ' s m o b i l i t y , these 

wage r a t e s i n P a r i s s h o u l d p a r a l l e l those i n and around Lyon, and 

e v i d e n c e from the 1 6 t h c e n t u r y tends t o bear t h i s o u t . F i g u r e s 

on a g r i c u l t u r a l r e n t s come from Durand, pp. 491-97. Both the 

wage and r e n t a l s e r i e s were a d j u s t e d f o r i n f l a t i o n u s i n g a t e n -

y e a r average s e r i e s o f g r a i n p r i c e s . T h i s t e c h n i q u e i s open t o 

obvious o b j e c t i o n s , but f o r reasons I d i s c u s s below i t seemed the 

best way t o d e f l a t e the p r i c e s e r i e s . I n any c a s e , a l t e r n a t i v e 

d e f l a t o r s , such as c o n v e r t i n g p r i c e s t o grams of s i l v e r , l e a d t o 

n e a r l y i n d e n t i c a l r e s u l t s . 

23. Chaunu, pp. 395-96, 414-17. 

24. F o r m a l l y , we a d j u s t the u n i t s of T so t h a t we can assume 

W = T + e, where e is an e r r o r term. The monetary f i g u r e s in 

T a b l e 1, l i k e a l l the o t h e r s i n t h i s paper, have been d e f l a t e d 

u s i n g a t e n - y e a r moving average of l o c a l wheat p r i c e s t o 

compensate f o r the changing v a l u e of the l i v r e . A l t h o u g h u s i n g 

wheat p r i c e s as a d e f l a t o r i s common among s o c i a l and economic 

h i s t o r i a n s , i t i s open t o r a t h e r obvious c r i t i c i s m s , e s p e c i a l l y 

when i t i s used t o compare f o r t u n e s a c r o s s time. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

i t i s one o f the few a l t e r n a t i v e s a v a i l a b l e i n the absence o f a 

good consumer p r i c e i n d e x . The j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r u s i n g wheat i s 

t h a t a l o n g w i t h o t h e r g r a i n s i t formed a major p a r t o f the 

consumer budget under the O l d Regime. It was a l s o a major 

p r o d u c e r p r o d u c t . The t e n - y e a r moving averages should i n t u r n 

e l i m i n a t e the e f f e c t s o f s h o r t term f l u c t u a t i o n s i n the p r i c e o f 

g r a i n . A n a l t e r n a t i v e method o f d e f l a t i o n would b e t o c o n v e r t 

l i v r e s t o s i l v e r . I d i d t h i s f o r a l l o f the monetary v a r i a b l e s 

i n the paper, and a l t h o u g h i t changed some of the c o e f f i c i e n t s 

s l i g h t l y , i t d i d not a f f e c t any o f the h y p o t h e s i s t e s t s . 

O v e r a l l , the g r a i n i n d e x and the s i l v e r index move i n p a r a l l e l , 

and the f a c t t h a t both methods y i e l d s i m i l a r r e s u l t s suggest t h a t 

the c o n c l u s i o n s are not s e n s i t i v e to the c h o i c e of a d e f l a t o r . 

2 1 . Aboucaya, pp. 21-24, 151-52. See a l s o M a r i e Therese L o r c i n , ''Les 

c l a u s e s r e l i g i e u s e s dans l e s t e s t a m e n t s d u p l a t pays a u X l V e e t 

XVe s i e c l e s , " Le Moven Age 78( 1972): 287-323; M. Gonon, Les 

i n s t i t u t i o n s e t l a s o c l e t t e n F o r e z d'apres l e s t e s t a m e n t s 
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(Macon, 1960). 

Durand, pp. 364-68, d e s c r i b e s the case of the Damours, a l a r g e 

and p r o s p e r o u s f a m i l y of 1 8 t h - c e n t u r y p e a s a n t s . F r a n c o i s Damour 

and h i s w i f e Jeanne Magnini had seven s u r v i v i n g c h i l d r e n ; t h e i r 

f a m i l y was e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y l a r g e f o r the time. I f any f a m i l y i s 

l i k e l y t o v i o l a t e the assumption o f equal t r e a t m e n t , i t i s a 

l a r g e one l i k e t h i s . However, i f we examine the r e c o r d s o f 

F r a n c o i s Damour's s u c c e s s i o n and the v a r i o u s m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t s 

and o t h e r f a m i l i a l agreements h e e n t e r e d i n t o b e f o r e h i s death, 

i t i s c l e a r t h a t the e g a l i t a r i a n a s s u m p t i o n y i e l d s a v e r y good 

a p p r o x i m a t i o n f o r the t o t a l v a l u e o f the e s t a t e . F r a n c o i s does 

f a v o r h i s e l d e s t son I s a a c , the u n i v e r s a l h e i r , but once w e 

s u b t r a c t the o b l i g a t i o n s I s a a c i s s a d d l e d w i t h , h i s advantage 

d i m i n i s h e s c o n s i d e r a b l y . B a s i c a l l y , I s a a c r e c e i v e d the f a m i l y ' s 

major p i e c e of l a n d , which Durand e s t i m a t e s to be w o r t h l e s s t h a n 

2600 l i v r e s . Assume i t i s worth 2600 l i v r e s . We s h o u l d a l s o 

i n c l u d e i n the Damour f o r t u n e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1600 l i v r e s a l r e a d y 

d i s t r i b u t e d t o o t h e r s i b l i n g s i n money or l a n d , and an 

i n d e t e r m i n a t e amount of cash and l i q u i d a s s e t s . L e t us make the 

generous assumption the l i q u i d a s s e s t s are w o r t h 500 l i v r e s . the 

amount I s a a c owed h i s r e l a t i v e s i m m e d i a t e l y upon h i s f a t h e r ' s 

death. The net v a l u e o f the e s t a t e i s thus a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4700 

l i v r e s . Now I s a a c must pay h i s s i b l i n g s and mother f u t u r e 

doweries and p e n s i o n s worth a t l e a s t 1400 l i v r e s . I s a a c ' s 

p o r t i o n i s thus l e s s than 2600 + 500 - 500 - 1400 = 1200 l i v r e s . 

In o t h e r words, even under the most generous assumptions, I s a a c ' s 

share i s l e s s t h a n 1200 l i v r e s . which i s t w i c e the dowery 

accorded the unmarried daughter M a r i e . At most, then, I s a a c g e t s 

a double s h a r e , and in f a c t he p r o b a b l y gets l e s s . In any case, 

the e g a l i t a r i a n a s s u m p t i o n l e a d s to a v e r y a c c u r a t e e s t i m a t e of 

the e s t a t e ' s t o t a l v a l u e . With e i g h t h e i r s and a dowery of 600 

l i v r e s . we would e s t i m a t e the e s t a t e to be worth 4800 l i v r e s The 

documents suggest t h a t the e s t a t e was i n f a c t w orth 4700 l i v r e s . 

The e g a l i t a r i a n assumption l e a d s t o e q u a l l y a c c u r a t e p r e d i c t i o n s 

f o r the h a n d f u l o f w i l l s i n which a n e s t a t e v a l u e i s g i v e n . 

25. For the l e g i t i m e in the L y o n n a i s , see Aboucaya, pp. 119-21. For a 

f a m i l y w i t h f o u r o r fewer c h i l d r e n , the c h i l d r e n who were not 

u n i v e r s a l h e i r s had a r i g h t t o e q u a l share o f a t l e a s t one t h i r d 

of the e s t a t e . For f a m i l i e s w i t h f o u r or more than f o u r 

c h i l d r e n , they had a r i g h t to share at l e a s t one h a l f the e s t a t e . 

P a r e n t s and c e r t a i n o t h e r r e l a t i v e s a l s o had l e g i t i m e r i g h t s . 

T h i s may seem l i k e a s i g n i f i c a n t d e p a r t u r e from equal 

i n h e r i t a n c e , but f o r m y purposes a l l t h a t m a t t e r s i s t h a t the 

t h i r d w e a l t h proxy not be m i s l e a d i n g . As I show below, even the 

maximum p o s s i b l e i n e q u a l i t y (namely, g i v i n g each h e i r h i s 

l e g i t i m e ) does not l e a d t o a s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t w e a l t h 

proxy. 

26. Durand. pp. 363-86. 

27. Durand, pp. 249, 447-448, 508-09. 
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I n what f o l l o w s , I have i n c l u d e d a l l f a m i l y h e i r s mentioned i n 

the w i l l , i n c l u d i n g spouses, nephews, c o u s i n s , and g o d c h i l d r e n . 

T h i s may l e a d to an o v e r e s t i m a t e of the e s t a t e ' s v a l u e , but the 

a l t e r n a t i v e — r e s t r i c t i n g h e i r s t o n u c l e a r f a m i l y members o n l y 

— would i g n o r e s i z e a b l e b e q u e s t s to o t h e r s . Moreover, the h i g h 

e s t i m a t e may compensate f o r any s l i g h t tendency to f a v o r the 

u n i v e r s a l h e i r . F o r t u n a t e l y , my r e s u l t s do not seem t o be 

s e n s a t i v e to t h i s c h o i c e , f o r l i m i t i n g the number of h e i r s t o 

c h i l d r e n or even to dependent c h i l d r e n who had not y e t been 

p r o v i d e d f o r i n m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t s l e a d s t o n e a r l y i d e n t i c a l 

r e s u l t s . S o does the assumption t h a t w e a l t h i s s i m p l y a l i n e a r 

f u n c t i o n of the dowery alone or of the dowery and the number of 

c h i l d r e n . S t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g , I s h o u l d have added t o D any 

amounts i n c l u d e d i n p i o u s b e q u e s t s , but s i n c e these are a l l 

r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l , i t i s s a f e to omit them. Another minor problem 

w i t h the t h r e e w e a l t h p r o x i e s s h o u l d a l s o b e mentioned: i n 

e f f e c t , each one measures w e a l t h at a d i f f e r e n t t i m e . The f i r s t 

w e a l t h proxy p r o b a b l y measures w e a l t h averaged o v e r the person's 

e n t i r e l i f e . The second (T) a s s e s s e s i t at the moment he draws 

up h i s w i l l . The t h i r d (D) a p p r o x i m a t e s w e a l t h at some time 

p r i o r to the drawing up of the w i l l , s i n c e i t t a k e s i n t o account 

money t h a t i s d i s b u r s e d f o r d o w e r i e s b e f o r e the w i l l i s a c t u a l l y 

drawn up. The q u e s t i o n t h e n is to d e c i d e which of these 

i m p e r f e c t w e a l t h measures a c t u a l l y s e r v e s a s the budget 

c o n s t r a i n t when the i n d i v i d u a l makes h i s w i l l . One c o u l d make a 

case f o r any one o f them, but i t i s r e a s s u r i n g t h a t i n the end 

the c h o i c e makes no d i f f e r e n c e . 

One f i n a l o b j e c t i o n t o the w e a l t h p r o x i e s should a l s o b e 

f a c e d . It c o u l d be argued t h a t the p r o x i e s D and T measure not 

the s i z e o f a t e s t a t o r ' s f o r t u n e but r a t h e r the p o r t i o n o f h i s 

e s t a t e l e f t to h i s f a m i l y . From t h i s p o i n t of view, the proxy 

based on d o w e r i e s -D- is s i m p l y an index of a t e s t a t o r ' s 

g e n e r o s i t y t o h i s d a u g h t e r s , and the t o t a l v a l u e T o f h i s 

b e q u e s t s m e r e l y r e f l e c t s h i s l e g a c y t o h i s c h i l d r e n and o t h e r 

r e l a t e d h e i r s . The l i n k between D and T i s t h e r e f o r e h a r d l y 

s u r p r i s i n g ( s o one c o u l d a r g u e ) , but i n s t e a d o f h o l d i n g w e a l t h 

c o n s t a n t , our e q u a t i o n s i n f a c t merely f i x the amount of money a 

t e s t a t o r gave h i s f a m i l y . Thus any i n c r e a s e i n p i o u s bequests w e 

might observe would not n e c e s s a r i l y be a s i g n of h e i g h t e n e d 

r e l i g i o u s f e r v o r ; r a t h e r , i t c o u l d be a mark of the f a m i l y ' s 

l o s s e s . I f our t e s t a t o r spent more on h i s s a l v a t i o n , he d i d so 

because h e s i m p l y c a r e d l e s s about h i s r e l a t i v e s . 

The problem w i t h t h i s c r i t i c i s m i s t h a t i t i g n o r e s the 

f i r s t w e a l t h p r o x y . Based on o c c u p a t i o n and i n f o r m a t i o n from tax 

r e c o r d s , the f i r s t measure of w e a l t h has no d i r e c t c o n n e c t i o n 

w i t h the t e s t a t o r ' s g e n e r o s i t y t o h i s f a m i l y . And t h i s f i r s t 

p roxy, i t t u r n s o u t , y i e l d s n e a r l y the same r e g r e s s i o n 

c o e f f i c i e n t s as the o t h e r two. Moreover, the argument a g a i n s t 

the p r o x i e s T and D c o m p l e t e l y i g n o r e s the l i n k s Chaunu 

e s t a b l i s h e d between the s i z e of the e s t a t e and the v a l u e of 







65 66 

would be c o m p l i c a t e d . 

For the two-stage e s t i m a t o r i n cases w i t h l i m i t e d dependent 

v a r i a b l e s , see Heckman, op. c i t : F o r e s t N e l s o n and Lawrence 

O l s o n , ' ' S p e c i f i c a t i o n and E s t i m a t i o n of a S i m u l t a n e o u s - E q u a t i o n 

Model w i t h L i m i t e d Dependent V a r i a b l e s , " I n t e r n a t i o n a l Economic 

Review, v o l . 19. no. 3 (1978): 695-709; and T a k e s h i Amemya, " T h e 

E s t i m a t i o n of a S i m u l t a n e o u s - E q u a t i o n T o b i t Model,'' 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Economic Review, v o l . 20, no. 1 ( 1 9 7 9 ) : 169-181. 

The method I used is t h a t d e s c r i b e d in N e l s o n ' s paper. The 

a s y m p t o t i c t - s t a t i s t i c s r e p o r t e d i n the second stage o f the 

p r o b i t and t o b i t e q u a t i o n s are not c o r r e c t , and they w i l l not b e 

r e p o r t e d h e r e . For purposes of comparison, the c o r r e c t e d two-

stage l e a s t squares t - s t a t i s t i c s (which are o n l y meant t o be 

i n d i c a t i v e ) are as f o l l o w s f o r the independent v a r i a b l e s Y, S and 

L: 

c o e f f i c i e n t s f o r Y and S s i g n i f i c a n t l y , a l t h o u g h i t does boost 

the c o e f f i c i e n t of L. Once a g a i n , we have evidence t h a t our 

e s t i m a t o r s a r e r o b u s t . 

37. If the independent v a r i a b l e s are assumed to be n o r m a l l y 

d i s t r i b u t e d , then d i v i d i n g the OLS c o e f f i c i e n t s b y the p r o p o r t i o n 

o f n o n - l i m i t o b s e r v a t i o n y i e l d s c o n s i s t e n t e s t i m a t e s o f the t o b i t 

c o e f f i c i e n t s ; see W i l l i a m II. Greene, "On the A s y m p t o t i c B i a s of 

the O r d i n a r y L e a s t Squares E s t i m a t o r o f the T o b i t M o d e l , " 

Econometric 4 9 (1981): 505-513. The b i a s induced i n the t o b i t 

e q u a t i o n by the use of p r o x i e s w i l l t h e r e f o r e be a p o s i t i v e 

m u l t i p l e of the OLS b i a s , which can be deduced u s i n g 

s p e c i f i c a t i o n a n a l y s i s . I t i s c l e a r , o f c o u r s e , t h a t m y 

independent v a r i a b l e s are not n o r m a l l y d i s t r i b u t e d ; Greene 

argues, however, t h a t h i s r e s u l t s are q u i t e r o b u s t . 

38. Mary K a t h r y n Norberg, " R i c h and Poor i n G r e n o b l e ( 1 6 3 0 - 1 8 0 0 ) " 

(Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n , Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y , 1978). 

39. Hoffman, pp. 161-68, and passim. 

40. Durand, pp. 495-97. 

41. The index I used came from Joseph Goy and Emmanuel Le Roy 

L a d u r i e , Les f l u c t u a t i o n s d u p r o d u i t d e l a dime ( P a r i s , 1972), p . 

158: r e n t e f o n c i e r e from the Chapter of S. P a u l . Durand, pp. 

495-97, g i v e s a much b e t t e r index, but s i n c e i t does not cover 

the e n t i r e p e r i o d , I was f o r c e d to use the f i g u r e s from S. P a u l . 



67 68 

42. The p r i c e of a mass was f i x e d by the d i o c e s e and o f t e n mentioned 

i n the w i l l s ; I have d i v i d e d i t by the p r i c e of g r a i n t o get a 

p r i c e i n r e a l terms. The p o p u l a t i o n , measured i n households 

( f e u x ) , comes from a l a t e 1 7 t h - c e n t u r y i n q u i r y conducted by the 

i n t e n d e n t s ; see Maurice Garden, et a l , P a r o i s s e s et communes de 

France: Rhone. D i c t i o n n a i r e d ' h i s t o i r e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e e t 

demographiaue ( P a r i s , 1 9 7 8 ) . S e v e r a l communities were not 

covered i n the i n q u i r y ; s i n c e these were l i k e l y t o be s m a l l , they 

were a s s i g n e d 300 households, an average f i g u r e f o r a good s i z e d 

v i l l a g e . 

43. See appendix I I f o r a p r o b i t e s t i m a t e o f P d i r e c t l y . The p r o b i t 

e q u a t i o n p r e d i c t s a much h i g h e r l e v e l of P a t the end of the 17th 

c e n t u r y . One f u r t h e r t o p i c o f i n t e r e s t would b e t o see i f t h e r e 

are any i n t e r a c t i o n e f f e c t s i n v o l v i n g the independent v a r i a b l e s . 

There i s some s l i g h t e v i d e n c e of a s e x - w e a l t h i n t e r a c t i o n , but 

m u l t i c o l l i n e a r i t y r u l e s out a c l e a r t e s t . The evidence (which i s 

o n l y m a r g i n a l ) f o r a s e x - w e a l t h i n t e r a c t i o n appears when we add 

a n i n t e r a c t i o n term t o a n OLS o r p r o b i t e q u a t i o n f o r P ; i t i s 

absent, however, i n the more i m p o r t a n t OLS or t o b i t e q u a t i o n f o r 

M . The s e x - w e a l t h e f f e c t i s i n any case d i f f i c u l t t o d i s c e r n 

because the i n t e r a c t i o n term and w e a l t h are h i g h l y c o r r e l a t e d . 

There i s n o e v i d e n c e f o r w e a l t h - t i m e i n t e r a c t i o n s . 

The si m p l e s t a t i s t i c a l model I an u s i n g a l s o r u l e s out 

any answer to another q u e s t i o n : whether l i t e r a c y gave 

i n d i v i d u a l s a g r e a t e r dose o f T r i d e n t i n e i n d o c t r i n a t i o n o r 

whether it s i m p l y exposed them to the Counter R e f o r m a t i o n at an 

e a r l i e r d a t e . N e i t h e r p r o b i t , t o b i t nor OLS can d i s t i n g u i s h 

between the two p o s s i b i l i t i e s i n the l i n e a r e q u a t i o n 2'. 

A f i n a l q u e s t i o n of i n t e r e s t can be answered. The 

q u e s t i o n i s the f o l l o w i n g : does the upsurge i n p i o u s g i v i n g 

s t a r t more suddenly and end more a b r u b t l y than the l i n e a r 

e q u a t i o n s suggest? Was t h e r e , i n o t h e r words, a n e a r l y p e r i o d o f 

no change in r e l i g i o u s b e h a v i o r and, at the end, a s i m i l a r p e r i o d 

when change h a l t e d ? I answered t h i s q u e s t i o n by d e t e r m i n i n g 

whether p i o u s g i v i n g f l a t t e n e d out i n the e a r l y p e r i o d b e f o r e 

1625 and t h e n a g a i n a f t e r 1700. T e s t s r e v e a l e d no evidence f o r 

such f l a t t e n i n g e i t h e r b e f o r e 1625 o r a f t e r 1700. Indeed, g i v i n g 

appears t o i n c r e a s e a f t e r 1700, which p r o b a b l y r e f l e c t s the 

downward b i a s of our e s t i m a t e of the c o e f f i c i e n t of ¥. 

44. One a d d i t i o n a l b e n e f i t o f the t - s t a t i s t i c s i s t h a t w e can decide 

when r e l a t i o n s h i p s a r e s i g n i f i c a n t w i t h o u t h a v i n g t o assemble the 

s o r t of enormous samples V o v e l l e and Chaunu put t o g e t h e r . 

45. I n a d d i t i o n t o the v a r i o u s d e f l a t o r s and w e a l t h p r o x i e s d i s c u s s e d 

i n t h i s paper, I a l s o i n v e s t i g a t e d u s i n g d o w e r i e s alone a s a n 

index of w e a l t h , and I d i d the same w i t h g i f t s t o sons. A g a i n , 

the r e s u l t s were s i m i l a r . 

46. The G r e n o b l e study, which is b e i n g conducted by Mary K a t h r y n 

Norberg, has the advantage of t r e a t i n g both P r o t e s t a n t s and 

C a t h o l i c s . A l t h o u g h the G r e n o b l e P r o t e s t a n t s c o u l d g i v e e i t h e r 
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t o the P r o t e s t a n t c o n s i s t o r y o r t o c h a r i t y , p i o u s bequests i n 

t h e i r w i l l s were f a r l e s s f r e q u e n t t h a n i n C a t h o l i c w i l l s , and i n 

c o n t r a s t t o G r e n o b l e C a t h o l i c s , b e q u e s t s b y P r o t e s t a n t s a c t u a l l y 

dropped i n the s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y . S i n c e the o c c u p a t i o n a l 

d i f f e r e n c e s between P r o t e s t a n t s and C a t h o l i c s are c o n t r o l l e d f o r , 

the o n l y d i f f e r e n c e between the two groups i s r e l i g i o u s . T h i s 

f a c t l e n d s f u r t h e r support t o the c o n t e n t i o n t h a t i t was r e l i g i o n 

(and i n p a r t i c u l a r the Counter R e f o r m a t i o n ) which drove p i o u s 

b e q u e s t s upward i n the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y . 

47. V o v e l l e , pp. 45-57; Chaunu, pp. 233-236. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , n e a r l y 
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